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TLHLIFE

L
inda Johnson has been teaching art for nearly 40

years and in that time, she’s learned a few things

about adaptability. When the pandemic forced

schools to close, Johnson relied on decades of experi-

ence to ease herself and her Deerlake Middle School students

into a new distance instruction model. “As the saying goes, we

were building the plane while flying it,” quipped Johnson. h

Aside from learning a new software platform while simulta-

neously using it to teach, educators also had to navigate mul-

tiple communication channels. In terms of classroom content,

Johnson admits it was difficult “to find a balance between pro-

jects that had technical and creative value, while at the same

time not requiring too much when many households were

struggling with digital access, uprooted routines, childcare

challenges, and financial unknowns.”

Miaohan Lin said she experimented with angles and lighting. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 

Deacon Granlund used the elements of art to create a visually
interesting abstract photograph. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Lana Antone has developed a new interest in photography thanks
to this project. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Abstract 
perspective
Eighth-graders focus on form,
composition with photo project 

Amanda Karioth Tompson Council on Culture & Arts

See PROJECT, Page 6C

When I consider why I ride a bicycle, I
am drawn back to the first time I rode
100 miles. My friend, Grey, met me on a
cold Tallahassee morning at a local cof-
fee shop. Grey suggested I ride a few
miles with them and turn around when I
needed to. With each mile, I decided to
keep pedaling because I was enjoying
the ride so much. We saw canopy roads,
were fueled by the cool spring weather,
and took road-side photos with sociable
cows. 

As a member of the Knight Creative
Communities Institute 2020 volunteer
Catalyst Class, I am participating in the
design of a local bicycle park. The focus
will be on helping our community be-

come healthier by offering a space to
practice bicycle safety.

The park will be the first of its kind
and will bridge-together some of our ex-
isting trails. Our Catalyst team wants to
involve the community in every step of
this bike park. We started with a survey
to gather community input on what
people would like to see in the park.

The Tallahassee cycling community
is the reason I decided to stay here post-
graduation from FSU. Cycling forced me
off campus and encouraged me to ex-
plore. I am constantly meeting new peo-
ple who share my passion. Many of
these people were coworkers when I
worked at the Great Bicycle Shop. Some
were affiliated with groups like Joyride
Bicycle Collective and Bicycle House. 

In honor of May being National Bike
Month, KCCI organized a #BikeTLH

Traveling Rack campaign. We invited
cyclists to find the moving rack at a dif-
ferent Leon County trail each week. The
first person to guess each new rack loca-
tion received a Higher Ground Bicycle
Company gift card. The campaign was
welcomed by our community and con-
tinued throughout June.

The Tallahassee bike trails truly are
some of the most beautiful and diverse
in the state. A cyclist can ride from Cas-
cades Park and down the St. Marks Trail
for a river-side lunch, or explore red clay
roads of Georgia, shred trails at Tom
Brown park, or get lost in the longleaf
pines of Munson Hills just to name a few
options.

When I use the term “cyclist,” it is not
in reference to a gaunt man in spandex. 

Bicycle park gets community in on pedaling passion
Jessica Sorenson
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See CYCLISTS, Page 6C

Cyclists on the pedestrian bridge near
Cascades Park. Knight Creative
Communities Institute 2020 is working
on the design of a new bicycle park.
SUSTAINABLE TALLAHASSEE
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–Doug L.
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On Tuesday, July 14, at 7:30 p.m. #1
New York Times bestselling author
Daniel Silva and his wife, CNN Special
Correspondent Jamie Gangel, will
broadcast live via Crowdcast from their
kitchen, in a virtual launch event for Sil-
va’s newest spy thriller, The Order.

Silva’s publisher, HarperCollins, is
organizing the launch event, which will
be hosted by 12 independent bookstores
across the nation, including Midtown
Reader (the only participating book-
store in Florida). To receive a link to reg-
ister for the virtual event, customers
must pre-order The Order at midtown-
reader.com. A limited number of signed
copies are available on a first-come,
first-serve basis. 

Daniel Silva is the award-winning, #1
New York Times bestselling author of
The Unlikely Spy, The Mark of the As-
sassin, The Marching Season, The Kill
Artist, The English Assassin, The Con-
fessor, A Death in Vienna, Prince of Fire,

The Messenger, The Se-
cret Servant, Moscow
Rules, The Defector, The
Rembrandt Affair, Por-
trait of a Spy, The Fallen
Angel, The English Girl,
The Heist, The English
Spy, The Black Widow,
House of Spies and The

Other Woman. He is best known for his
long-running thriller series starring spy
and art restorer Gabriel Allon.

Silva’s books are critically acclaimed
bestsellers around the world and have
been translated into more than 30 lan-
guages. He resides in Florida with his
wife, television journalist Jamie Gangel,
and their twins, Lily and Nicholas. Mid-
town Reader hosted Silva at Temple Is-
rael in Tallahassee in July of 2017, while
he was on tour for House of Spies.

Silva will be joined by his wife, CNN
Special Correspondent Jamie Gangel.
For 30 years, Gangel was the national
correspondent for the Today Show. She

has interviewed every living President
and is known for her long format inter-
views and features.

In Silva’s newest thriller, The Order,
Gabriel Allon has slipped quietly into
Venice for a much-needed holiday with
his wife and two young children. But
when Pope Paul VII dies suddenly, Ga-
briel is summoned to Rome by the Holy
Father’s loyal private secretary, Arch-
bishop Luigi Donati.

A billion Catholic faithful have been
told that the pope died of a heart attack.
Donati, however, has two good reasons
to suspect his master was murdered.
The Swiss Guard who was standing
watch outside the papal apartments the
night of the pope’s death is missing. So,
too, is the letter the Holy Father was
writing during the final hours of his life.
A letter that was addressed to Gabriel.

For more information, contact Events
Director Katie Hautamaki at 850-509-
2510 or katie@midtownreader.com.

Midtown Reader links up
with bestselling author
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Silva

The Order is Daniel Silva’s newest
book. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

That word should mean a parent on a
brightly-colored cargo bike with chil-
dren riding on the back. It means an ele-
mentary-schooler riding their sticker-
slapped bicycle home, or a person com-
muting to work. The word “cyclist”
should be an attainable identity.

On the ride with Grey that morning, I
realized the question was shifting from,
“Should I turn around yet?” to “What’s
around the next corner?” I woke up that
morning expecting to ride, at most, 10
miles. By the end of the day, Grey and I
had ridden over 100 miles. 

That day I learned there are intangi-
ble effects to riding a bike. Cycling can
foster independence and give you the
fantastic opportunity to surprise your-
self.

For more information about the
Knight Creative Communities Institute,
their current or past projects, and how
to contribute, visit kccitallahassee.com.

Jessica completed her B.A. degree in
English at the Florida State University.
She is currently employed at Nelson
Mullins downtown and races as a com-
petitive athlete for Science of Speed.

Cyclists
Continued from Page 1C

The Traveling Bike Rack from the
Knight Creative Communities Institute
#BikeTLH Campaign TALLAHASSEE Local bike shops have seen an increase in sales due to the pandemic. ALICIA

DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Understanding that students and
families would be stressed and may not
have access to many art supplies, she
planned lessons that were simple and
required little in the way of materials.

Johnson wanted to offer a more rigor-
ous project to eighth graders enrolled in
her high school credit art class. She de-
cided an abstract photography activity
would allow them to tackle a difficult
concept in a way that wasn’t too intimi-
dating. All they needed was a digital
camera, a light source, a large piece of
white fabric or paper draped over a
chair, an assortment of household
items, and a basic understanding of ab-
stract art. 

“Some people may think abstract art
is ‘about nothing’. This is not true,”
Johnson explained. “Abstract art is
about form, shape, color, line, texture,
pattern, space, composition, and proc-
ess, the steps taken and decisions made
while creating a work.” These formal
qualities are the building blocks for cre-
ating art and describing it, and abstract
art is an investigation of these qualities. 

“Abstract art gives the viewer free-
dom to explore the artwork and assign
their own meaning. This intensely per-
sonal process enriches a viewer’s expe-
rience. It is less about ‘what was the art-

ist trying to say with this artwork?’ and
more about ‘what does this artwork
make me feel or think when I look at it?’”

Though some students initially
struggled to grasp the concept, once
they started to create, it became more
clear. Some took to the project right
away as Lana Antone’s mother Christi
Anderson can confirm. Anderson said “I
printed the directions, handed them to
her, gave her my phone and went to my
office to work. When I went into the liv-
ing room later, she had it set up like a
studio. She has now expressed a lot of
interest in photography.”

Other students gained a new per-
spective on objects they come into con-
tact with every day.

Destiny Osborne said “this assign-
ment has made me look at a lot of things
differently. Now I can see the art behind
certain objects that I didn’t see before. I
realized that I can make art out of any-
thing.”

Hannah Martin agreed and added “I
am noticing different shapes and tex-
tures in objects everywhere I go.” The
assignment called for students to send
Johnson four of their strongest photo-
graphs but Hannah was so inspired, she
turned in nine. 

After gathering the materials and set-
ting up a make-shift photo booth, stu-
dents were asked to think back to what
they’d learned about abstraction and
apply the elements of art to their com-
positions. Johnson reminded them to

consider simplicity and asked them to
eliminate extraneous elements from
their images. Students were encour-
aged to explore interesting vantage
points and light sources in an effort to
create a harmonious balance and a
sense of mystery to activate the viewer’s
imagination.

Suhani Sharma found freedom in the
process and shared “the best moments

were mainly when I was playing with
the lighting and direction of the camera.
I could see many different views and
think of multiple different ways to edit
the photo. Using the elements of design,
I was able to think of many possibilities
in lighting, pattern, and many more.” 

Aside from the joy of seeing her stu-
dents imagine limitless possibilities
and integrate a new concept into their
own art making and worldview, John-
son is inspired by their resilience and
flexibility. Additionally, her years of
teaching have shown her that the arts
are essential for human expression, es-
pecially in turbulent times. 

“As we explore our world through vi-
sual arts, music, theater, or dance, we
can express thoughts and emotions we
don’t have the words for. We can create
something new that did not exist before.
The arts can be an escape, a voice, a
calming immersive task, and they can
bring balance to our lives at a time when
statistics are casting a shadow over our
days.” 

As part of COCA’s Creativity Persists
collection, this article highlights how
area arts educators have used distance
learning to teach and inspire during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Assistant Director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 
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Destiny Osborne gained a new
perspective on everyday objects.
TALLAHASSEE


