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will moderate a dialogue and take ques-
tions from the public for the first pro-
gram: “Equality in Life: Justice and Law
Enforcement.”

Subsequent Tuesday evening topics
include “Equality in Life: Business and
Growth,” facilitated by Heidi Otway,
President of SalterMitchell PR; and
“Equality in Life: Government, Schools
and the Future,” facilitated by Lila Jaber,
Governmental Affairs Consultant, of the
Gunster Law Firm.

To register for any of the three Zoom
calls, go online to The Village Square at
tlh.villagesquare.us or call 850-281-1223
for more information.

Three distinguished panels of pre-
senters are expected to include:

As our Tallahassee/Leon County
community joins others around the na-
tion in the important unfinished work to
make the promise of equality a reality,
constructive conversation helps to illu-
minate the path to progress and mean-
ingful change.

In that spirit, a group of community
leaders will share diverse perspectives
about critical and relevant issues in a
special series of Zoom Town Hall pres-
entations — presented by The Village
Square, in partnership with Bethel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office for the Northern District of
Florida, and Sachs Media Group — be-
ginning on Tuesday, June 30, from 7-
8:30 p.m. 

As Americans unite in a shared mis-
sion about the civil rights issues of our
time in the aftermath of the tragic killing
of George Floyd in Minneapolis and sim-
ilar documented deaths, former Talla-
hassee Democrat publisher Skip Foster

Equality in Life: Justice
and Law Enforcement 

Tuesday, June 30, from 7-8:30 p.m.
Facilitated by Skip Foster, former Tal-

lahassee Democrat Publisher
Joining the conversation:
Reverend R.B. Holmes, Bethel Mis-

sionary Baptist Church 
Attorney Ben Crump (invited), Attor-

ney for the family of George Floyd 
U.S. Attorney Larry Keefe, United

States Attorney for the Northern District
of Florida 

Rachel Rojas, Special Agent in
Charge, FBI 

State Attorney Jack Campbell, 2nd
Judicial Circuit 

Sheriff Walt McNeill, Leon County 
Chief Lawrence Revell, Tallahassee

Police Department 
Adner Marcelin, President, Tallahas-

see NAACP 
Talethia Edwards, Founder & Presi-

dent, Greater Bond Community Neigh-
borhood Assn

Equality in Life:
Business and Growth

Tuesday, July 7, from 7-8:30 p.m.
Facilitated by Heidi Otway, Presi-

dent, SalterMitchell PR
Joining the conversation: 
Commissioner Dianne Williams-

Cox, Tallahassee City Commission 
Commissioner Bryan Desloge, Leon

County Commission Chair 
Beth Corum, Chair of the Board,

Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Com-
merce 

Katrina Tuggerson, Capital City
Chamber of Commerce 

Antonio Jefferson, President, Big
Bend Minority Chamber 

Peter Boulware (invited), CO-Owner,
Legacy Toyota 

Dominick Ard’is, Founder & CEO at
ACT House, INC 

Dr. Shawnta Friday-Stroud (invited),
FAMU School of Business and Industry

Village Square sets ‘Equality in Life’ forums
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Foster Otway Jaber

See FORUMS, Page 2C
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Dax Durrenberger created a folk art inspired floral bouquet using a variety of media and a resist painting technique. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

All year, Victoria Mendenhall and her art students

have been steadily working towards their first ever

school-wide art exhibition. Every one of Gilchrist Ele-

mentary School’s 920 students were going to be rep-

resented in the show and many of them had planned

to serve as docents, guiding family and friends

through the exhibit.

‘A HUGE HIT’
Families love Gilchrist’s online
exhibit of 1,000 pieces of student art

See EXHIBIT, Page 6C

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts



Tallahassee Democrat - 06/24/2020 Page : C06

Copyright � 2020 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 06/24/2020
June 24, 2020 9:43 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 50% from original to fit letter page

Plan for future 
by making a will
during pandemic 

With COVID-19 continuing to
spread, we’re all entering uncharted
waters, rowing together towards an
uncertain future. Staying at home and
social distancing creates a good op-
portunity to take stock of things we
may have previously brushed aside.

Consider this: if you got seriously ill,
or died, do you know exactly where
your children would go? Do you know
who would make medical or end-of-
life decisions for you? Do you know
what would happen to the assets and
financial future you’re working hard to
build, even if you’re just starting out?

If you aren’t sure, you’re not alone.
60 percent of Americans lack basic es-
tate planning, such as a will or health-
care surrogate. Even among Genera-
tion X’ers up to age 52, nearly two-in-
three don’t have a will. Some of the
reasons people cite include a lack of
urgency, the perceived cost, and few
assets to protect.

But here’s the truth: estate planning
doesn’t have to be complicated or ex-
pensive, everyone has something to
protect, and there’s no time like the
present to plan for the future. That’s
especially true when facing down a
virulent pandemic.

As an estate planning attorney who
lost her father as a child, I’ve seen this
up close. Fortunately, there are some
tools that can protect you, your chil-
dren, your assets, and your future from
the unexpected.

Incapacity Planning: Because CO-
VID-19 can affect all ages, it’s impor-
tant to nominate a healthcare surro-
gate, execute a living will, and sign a
durable power of attorney to manage
your finances.

A healthcare surrogate can make
medical decisions for you if you’re in-
capacitated, so that these choices
aren’t left to hospital administrators or
the courts. We all remember the tragic
Terri Schiavo situation. A living will
guides your loved ones through diffi-
cult end-of-life choices.

And power of attorney allows finan-
cial and legal decisions to be made on
your behalf; this is especially impor-
tant for elderly or immunocompro-
mised family members at greater risk
from this coronavirus.

Minor Children: Clients are most
often concerned about what would
happen to their minor children in case
of the worst. This can be easily re-
solved by appointing a guardian. We
recommend naming both a short-term
guardian who is local for immediate,
emergency action, and a long-term
guardian who would raise your child to
adulthood.

Wills and Trusts: Everyone needs a
will. Without one, your assets will go
through the probate court process,
which can be lengthy and may tempo-
rarily deprive your family of finances
to pay mortgages, car payments, and
other expenses. And a trust allows you
to decide who controls your finances.

These documents don’t have to be
complicated, but they are specific. It’s
best to consult with an estate planning
attorney that fits your budget and can
ensure your documents work together.
With some foresight, your family can
be protected not only from COVID-19,
but whatever the future may bring.

Ashley Ligas is an attorney with
Avenir Law Group PLLC, a Tallahas-
see-based estate planning law firm.
The above column provides basic in-
formation but does not constitute indi-
vidual legal advice or create an attor-
ney-client relationship. The author
may be contacted at Ashley@Avenir-
Law.com. 

Ashley Ligas
Guest Columnist
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Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

We sweat
the details,
so you
don’t
have to.

At Cars.com, we provide photos, videos and complete vehicle details.

We give you the full picture of every listing to pinpoint the perfect

vehicle that compliments your lifestyle. Download the app and see

for yourself. Find your perfect match today.

wemet on

There were plans for a
glow-in-the-dark gallery
and other fun surprises
but when the pandemic
hit, all those plans
changed. 

Mendenhall and her
students were under-
standably disappointed
when it became clear
they could not move for-
ward with a physical ex-
hibit. Instead, Menden-
hall did what all good art
teachers do, she got cre-
ative. She digitally
scanned nearly 1,000 in-
dividual pieces of stu-
dent artwork and upload-
ed them to the school’s
website, creating an on-
line exhibit. She also re-
corded videos that show-
cased the artistic process
for each project. 

“It was a huge hit,”
Mendenhall said. “I re-
ceived feedback from
both parents and stu-
dents. They were all so
happy with the result, as
was I.”

One of those parents
was Lindsay Durrenberg-
er. Her son Dax Durren-
berger just completed the
second grade and his
multi-media artwork fea-
tures a folk art inspired
floral bouquet. Seeing his
creativity displayed in
this way was moving to
Durrenberger, who
shared “Dax's beautiful
artwork brought tears to
my eyes.” 

For this project, Men-
denhall encouraged Dax
and his second-grade
classmates to think about
elements of art including
pattern and line while
practicing a resist paint-
ing technique for the
background. Because
students had a wide va-
riety of materials to
choose from, the result-
ing artworks are unique
and highlight the stu-
dents’ own personal taste
and aesthetic preferenc-
es. 

Fourth-graders were
tasked with creating por-
traits inspired by Sandra
Silberzweig, a contempo-
rary Canadian painter.
Silberzweig has a neuro-
logical condition called
synesthesia where the
stimulation of one sense
activates another unre-
lated sense. In Silberz-
weig’s case, visual art is
processed in her mind's
eye, then experienced on
all sensory levels; sound,
sight, touch, smell, and
taste. She is attracted to
colorful images and Men-
denhall challenged her
students to make bold

color choices in their por-
traits.

One particularly strik-
ing piece was created by
Tucker Couch who used a
palette of vibrant blues
and greens. When dis-
played online together,
the students’ artworks
have a kaleidoscopic ef-
fect that Tucker especial-
ly appreciated. He said he
“enjoyed seeing every-
one’s representations of
the assignments and all
of the colors.”

His mom, Betsy
Couch, was also im-
pressed by the digital gal-
lery and by the amount of
work Mendenhall put
into creating it. “It obvi-
ously took a lot of time,
care, and coordination to
build the website, and it
is so incredibly special,”
she said. “Both of our kids
spent about 30 minutes
looking through all of the
art.”

She added it’s teachers
like Mendenhall that
“make Gilchrist Elemen-
tary School so special and
the perfect learning envi-
ronment.” 

For Mendenhall, it’s
the kids that make Gil-
christ special and she has
seen a whole new side to
them since the pandemic.
“I learned that my stu-

dents are so resilient.
They are succeeding in a
time that is completely
unprecedented, making
beautiful works with
what they have at home.”

Students have been
creating with their fam-
ilies and sending her pho-
tos of their artwork which
has been “a major bright
spot” for Mendenhall. 

“Having students
reach out to me, hearing
that they’re teaching
their younger siblings or
parents my lessons, it's
such a proud moment for
me as a teacher.” She add-
ed “The arts are so impor-
tant during a time like
this because it keeps kids
creating and gives them a
sense of normalcy in the
unknown.” 

To view the Gilchrist
Elementary School Virtu-
al Art Show, visit grizzly
specialarea.com/art/
virtual-art-show. 

As part of COCA’s Cre-
ativity Persists collection,
this article highlights
how area arts educators
have used distance learn-
ing to teach and inspire
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. 

Tucker Couch used vibrant blues and greens for his portrait inspired by Canadian
painter Sandra Silberzweig. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Exhibit
Continued from Page 1C

Gilchrist art teacher Victoria Mendenhall guides a
student before coronavirus struck. AMANDA THOMPSON 


