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Local Channels!

Now available via Amazon & Apple apps, the Google Store and Roku!

Access local channels like ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS and more!

Voluntary donations go toward supporting social innovation in your community.

Television to Build Community
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In the last nine weeks of the school year, Jodi
Drew’s chorus and drama students are usually
preparing for their annual Showcase. The perfor-
mance is the culmination of the artistic growth
that’s occurred through the preceding months.
The pandemic and resulting school closure pre-
sented a challenge, but Drew — a veteran teacher
with decades of experience — knew the show
must go on. 

Instead of presenting their polished pieces to
a packed audience of fans, Montford Middle
School’s emerging performing artists recorded
works to be shared digitally.

To keep them engaged and challenged, Drew
provided lots of options for students who might
be facing distractions from siblings or have lim-
ited working space.

“They were able to choose whatever fit their
schedule and situation,” Drew said. “Then they
each got one-on-one feedback from me until we
felt the presentation was where we wanted it.” 

The individualized attention allowed for in-
tensive and customizable instruction. Drew
helped students identify areas to strengthen and
together they worked on skills like character de-
velopment and expression as well as breath sup-
port, tone and composition.

The students took to this teaching model with
enthusiasm. 

“COVID couldn’t stop their passion,” said
Drew. “They had to perform. They just missed it.
One student even built a set in her backyard.
They’re making costumes and doing half day re-
cordings. I was blown away how many students
took the time to go live, sing, dance, sing with
sign language. I tear up thinking about it.”

Erin Broder is one of those students. The ris-
ing eighth grader pulled together a backdrop,
scenery, props and a costume for her rendition of
“Part of Your World” from “The Little Mermaid.”
She also experimented with cinematography
tricks and tinted her recording of “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow” with a sepia tone reminiscent

Montford Middle School eighth grader Erin Broder learned to tint her video to look like “Wizard of Oz” footage for her performance of “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow. JODI DREW/SPECIAL TO THE TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT 
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See DIGITAL, Page 2C

Montford students leap at chance to star in their productions

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

TLHLIFE

In January 1963, Abraham Lincoln issued the
Emancipation Proclamation, granting freedom to “all
persons held as slaves within any State or designated
part of a State.”

However, it took more than two years for many of
these enslaved persons to receive the news.

In Tallahassee, word of freedom was read by Union
General Edward McCook at the Knott House on May
20, 1865. Almost a full month later on June 19 in Gal-
veston, Texas, Major-General Gordon Granger read
General Order No. 3, declaring that all enslaved per-
sons in Texas were free.

Every year, emancipation celebrations are held
throughout the South, commemorating emancipation
on the days that word of freedom finally made it to the
ears of the enslaved.

As June 19, 1865 is the day the last group of enslaved
people received word of freedom, it has been recog-
nized nationally as the official end of slavery. It was,
however, just the beginning of Black Americans’ fight
for full citizenship in the United States.

In 1980, the state of Texas made Juneteenth an offi-
cial holiday. Currently, major corporations such as
Twitter and Nike have declared Juneteenth to be offi-
cial company holidays. There is also a Change.org pet-
ition to make Juneteenth a national holiday. 

Since 2017, Della Walker Chapter #86, Order of the
Eastern Star, Prince Hall Affiliated has celebrated Ju-

neteenth in Tallahassee for the purposes of sharing
the history with the local community and recognizing
local individuals who represent the fruits of the fight
for emancipation.

This year, we are proud to recognize women from
the local community who represent the wildest
dreams of those earlier women who advocated for
Black women to be granted full citizenship in the Unit-
ed States.

Due to COVID-19, we will not gather, but we are still

recognizing Juneteenth as a day of reflection on the
joys of emancipation. 

Worldwide protests against systems of oppression
that uniquely affect African-descended peoples have
generated unprecedented interest in Juneteenth,
which gives us a moment to reflect on our multifaceted
history.

While 2020 is a presidential election year, this year
also marks 100 years since American women success-
fully agitated for the removal of systemic barriers to
political participation.

However, often lost in re-tellings of the activities
and victories of the women’s suffrage movement is the
story of Black suffragists who also consistently agitat-
ed for their citizenship to be recognized. But because
of their race, their fight for full citizenship had to in-
clude recognition of their womanhood as well.

After the Civil War, Congress passed the 13th, 14th,
and 15th Amendments — ending slavery, granting citi-
zenship to all persons born in the United States and
granting Black men the right to vote (however, poorly
protected). Still, Black suffragists, including Sojourner
Truth, Frances Harper, Ida B. Wells and countless oth-
ers continued to agitate— organizing marches, creat-
ing suffrage clubs, hosting conventions and fundrais-
ing —all to advance the dual causes of women’s suf-
frage and recognition of Black women as women, too. 

Our planned theme for this year — “Celebrating 100
Years of Women’s Suffrage: Outstanding Women Mov-
ing the Community Forward” — is in recognition of

Local women get the honors this Juneteenth
LaToya Hunter
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

City Commissioner Dianne Williams-Cox speaks at
the John G. Riley Museum Civil War commemorative
grave decorating ceremony at Old City Cemetery to
celebrate Emancipation Day Monday, May 20, 2019.
TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

See JUNETEENTH, Page 2C
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Actor Peter Lupus (TV’s “Mission:
Impossible”) is 88. Actor William
Lucking (“Sons of Anarchy”) is 79.
Singer Barry Manilow is 77. Come-
dian Joe Piscopo is 69. Actor Mark
Linn-Baker (“Perfect Strangers”) is
66. Actor Jon Gries (“Napoleon Dy-
namite”) is 63. Singer Jello Biafra

(Dead Kennedys) is 62. Actor Thomas Haden
Church (“Sideways,” “Wings,” “Ned and Stacy”) is
60. Actor Greg Kinnear is 57. Actress Kami Cotler
(“The Waltons”) is 55. Actor Jason Patric is 54. Ac-
tor-comedian Will Forte (“Saturday Night Live”) is
50. Actor Arthur Darvill (“DC’s Legends of Tomor-
row”) is 38. Actress Jodie Whittaker (“Doctor
Who”) is 38. Actor Manish Dayal (“The Resident”)
is 37. Country singer Mickey Guyton is 37. Actor-
rapper Herculeez of Herculeez and Big Tyme is 37.
Rapper Kendrick Lamar is 33. Actor KJ Apa (“Riv-
erdale”) is 23.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Haden

Aries (March 21-April
19). There are better and
worse methods to the
goal. In the end, it’s the
way you get it done that
defines you, not the re-
sult. If you can’t figure out
how to love the process,
it’s not the right process
for you.

Taurus (April 20-May
20). Just as you mix new
foods and environments
into your life, it’s impor-
tant to add new faces.
Different people bring out
other sides of you. 

Gemini (May 21-June
21). Solving problems for
others feels like a calling.
There does come a point
in each relationship when
doing too much makes
the other person helpless.
Watch for that.

Cancer (June 22-July
22). It’s easy to look back
and think, “That was
then. This is now.” But the

nature of history is repe-
tition. How ready are
you?

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22).
You’re like the kitten that,
after some sudden frenzy,
finds itself high up the
tree without a clue as to
how to get down. Try and
do your last dozen mo-
tions in reverse.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). It’s not enough to get
it done, cover the bases…
you want to put your
stamp on it. This is about
style, not attention.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). The gossip doesn’t
have to be about you for
you to feel hurt by it.
Backbiting offends your
sensibility. Go where
people have nice things to
say about each other.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). There’s an art to redi-
rection, a way to lead
yourself back to produc-
tivity. It will be easier to
change your environment
than to change your
thoughts.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). You may feel like
if you let one thing go – a
token, a possession, an
idea, a relationship –
you’ll lose a part of your-
self, too. Trust your abil-
ity to keep what’s in you.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You’ve shared
enough of your inner
world to know who gets
you, and who doesn’t and
may never. You don’t re-
quire people to under-
stand you in order to ac-
cept them. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). You’ll enjoy the
physical and intellectual
vigor of the day as you
cultivate your hobbies
outside of the digital
world.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20). You are a talent to be
reckoned with. To doubt,
affirm or dwell on that
fact will be a waste of
time. Just get working.
Everything comes to fru-
ition through work.

ASTROLOGY

HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday,
June 17, the 169th day of
2020. There are 197 days
left in the year.

On this date in:
1579: Sir Francis Drake

arrived in present-day
northern California,
naming it New Albion and
claiming English sover-
eignty.

1775: The Revolution-
ary War Battle of Bunker
Hill resulted in a costly
victory for the British,
who suffered heavy
losses.

1930: President Her-
bert Hoover signed the
Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act,
which boosted U.S. tariffs
to historically high levels,
prompting foreign retali-
ation.

1933: The “Kansas City

Massacre” took place
outside Union Station in
Kansas City, Mo., as a
group of gunmen at-
tacked law enforcement
officers escorting federal
prisoner Frank Nash; four
of the officers were killed,
along with Nash.

1944: The Republic of

Iceland was established.
1963: The U.S. Su-

preme Court, in Abington
(Pa.) School District v.
Schempp, struck down,
8-1, rules requiring the
recitation of the Lord’s
Prayer or reading of Bibli-
cal verses in public
schools.

TODAY IN HISTORY
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local women who have been elected to public office,
and is composed of notable firsts and exceptional
community members.

Honorees are: Dot Inman Johnson, Anita Davis, Do-
ris Maloy, Judge Nina Ashenafi-Richardson, Judge
Kathy Garner, Gwen Marshall and NanDrycka King Al-
bert.

We would like to personally thank each of these
women for their contributions to our local community,

as they carry out their public duties and embody the
ultimate goals of those suffragists who more than 100
years ago fought for African American women to not
only to be recognized as humans, but also as women
and citizens. 

Happy Juneteenth to everyone and we will see you
in 2021!

Della Walker Chapter #86, OES, PHA is a fraternal
and civic organization chartered on November 20,
2008 operating under Jerusalem Grand Chapter, Or-
der of the Eastern Star, Prince Hall Affiliated and the
Most Worshipful Union Grand Lodge of Florida, Prince
Hall Affiliated.To learn more, visit
http://www.facebook.com/DellaWalker86.

Juneteenth
Continued from Page 1C

of 1930s films. 
“Mrs. Drew’s assignments have inspired me,” she

said. “I’ve done things from home that I’ve never done
in school.”

Erin’s mom, Jennifer Broder, agreed.
“During this time of homeschooling, the arts have

given my daughter a channel for her creativity,” she
said. “It’s made me happy to see her so involved, rather
than just sitting in front of the computer.”

Rising eighth grader Corbin Beazer and his older
sister Lydia, a Lincoln High School student, showed off
their comedic timing in a number from “Beauty and
the Beast.”

Corbin has found his involvement in the performing
arts to be a stress reliever.

“I really enjoyed being able to take a break from ev-
erything that was going on at this time and just sing,
dance, act and have fun with my sister.” 

He recognizes there are other benefits as well.
“The performing arts are centered a lot around mis-

takes and learning from them, which is a skill that
many people need,” he said. “It also works to strength-
en a teenager’s confidence and increase their abilities.
All the people I knew taking a performing arts class
loved it, and it is absolutely necessary to keep that
feeling of joy and creativity intact during the pandem-
ic.” 

Corbin and Lydia’s mom, Brooke Beazer, was initia-
lly concerned about the amount of time they were
spending on this project. She admitted that after the
first couple of hours, she considered coaxing them
back to their other schoolwork.

“But it was so refreshing, seeing them do something
besides sitting lifeless in front of the computer,” she
said. “There was so much laughter and creative ener-
gy. 

“The four hours spent were some of the happiest
and most energetic I’ve seen them in the last few
months. The artistic and creative kids that thrive off
expressing themselves and connecting socially in
their elective classes most definitely need the arts to

maintain balance and for their emotional health. I
know that changes will need to happen for the fall, I
just hope it’s not the arts. For some kids, it’s their life-
line in school.” 

Drew understands this too, and she actively culti-
vates space for kids to explore their creative potential.
She also recognizes that it could be time for her to learn
some new tricks, too. Based on the recent outcomes,
she plans to continue experimenting with a blend of
in-person and online instructional opportunities for
her students.

“I got to see them sing and perform alone a lot more
which adds to their personal growth and me under-
standing them better,” Drew said. “I found I had a ton
of students with all kinds of talents I didn’t know they
were hiding from me,”

As part of COCA’s Creativity Persists collection, this
article highlights how area arts educators have used
distance learning to teach and inspire during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
assistant director for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahasseearts.org). 
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Corbin Beazer and his older sister Lydia show off
their comedic timing in a number from “Beauty And
The Beast.” SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 


