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Pianist plays 
for peace

There are 61 years of musicianship tucked between Marvin Goldstein’s

ivory keys. The internationally renowned pianist turned 70 years old at

the start of the month. h As he enters a new decade of composing and

performing, he feels he is hitting his stride as he endeavors to deliver

positive, uplifting music experiences. h Though COVID-19 has put a

pause on traveling, Goldstein allows music to transport him back to

past concerts, family gatherings and childhood memories every eve-

ning. He’s a firm believer in music’s medicinal qualities after witness-

ing it unlock minds in Alzheimer’s patients and bring together music-

makers from every nationality on stages across the world.

Marvin Goldstein goes digital with concert
to ‘inoculate us from bias, disease and evil’

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

See GOLDSTEIN, Page 2C

Pianist Marvin
Goldstein is planning

a Facebook Live Peace
Concert on Monday,

June 15 at 8 p.m.
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TLHLIFE

The British Navy deprived Ameri-
cans of their liberty by kidnapping
them, placing them on British ships, and
forcing them to serve the Crown or walk
the plank. The British Army deprived
Americans of their property by occupy-
ing their homes and eating their food
without permission or compensation.
These abuses served as catalysts for the
Third Amendment, regarding the quar-
tering of soldiers, and the Fifth Amend-
ment, regarding of due process of law. 
Q. Judge Smith, what is due process

of law? Jules
A. Jules, a fundamental difference

between the United States and other
nations is our adherence to the rule of
law and due process of law. It’s not exag-
gerating to suggest we owe our many

freedoms and national development to
these twin pillars of the law. 

The rule of law is a simple concept.
The laws enacted by Congress and the
state legislature apply to everyone, and
no one is above or below the law. Now,
let’s focus on due process of law.

The original 13 colonies were founded
by people who immigrated here in
search of opportunity and religious
freedom, and to escape over-reaching
by the government. Agriculture dom-
inated the economies of the colonies, so
consider how much nerve, blind faith,
and work ethic it took to establish
homes, plant and harvest crops, and
survive in the wilderness with no safety
net. 

Given these immense challenges, the
people expected the government to pro-
tect their property interests rather than
confiscating them. Likewise, the people
expected to live free from undue govern-
ment interference with their lives and
liberty. Our guarantee that the govern-

ment fulfills these expectations is due
process of law.

Due process of law is so important
that it’s the only substantive phrase re-
peated in the U.S. Constitution. The
Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments, re-
spectively, prohibit the federal govern-
ment and state governments from de-
priving any person of “life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law.” In
this context, life involves death penalty
cases, liberty involves involuntary con-
finements, and property involves un-
compensated takings. 

Before the government can take peo-

ple’s lives, liberty or property, they must
be put on notice and provided with an
opportunity to be heard. Diligent-good-
faith efforts must be made to find people
and service of notice on them should be
hand delivered when practical. The op-
portunity to be heard includes the right
to counsel and a fair and impartial proc-
ess. The goal is to reach just decisions
on the merits.

Think of due process as a floor and
not a ceiling. It provides the minimum
level of protection that must be afford-
ed. Although, perhaps we could do
more, we can do no less. Every day, in
courtrooms throughout America, judges
safeguard the people’s right to due proc-
ess of law. When courthouses reopen to
the public visit one and see for yourself.

The Honorable J. Layne Smith is a Le-
on County Judge and author of the in-
ternational bestselling book “Civics,
Law, and Justice—How We Became
U.S.” Email your questions to askjudge
smith@gmail.com. 

Opportunity to be heard is part of due process
Ask Judge Smith
Layne Smith

Guest columnist

About the book
J. Layne Smith’s book “Civics, Law, and
Justice — How We Became U.S.” is avail-
able on Amazon. It’s currently an Ama-
zon No. 1 best seller in six countries and
14 book categories. It’s 99 cents for the
ebook and $10 for the paperback. 
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Today is Sunday, June 14, the 166th day of 2020.
There are 200 days left in the year. This is Flag Day.

On this date in:
1775: The Continental Army, forerunner of the

United States Army, was created.
1940: German troops entered Paris during World

War II; the same day, the Nazis began transporting
prisoners to the Auschwitz concentration camp in
German-occupied Poland.

1954: President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a
measure adding the phrase “under God” to the
Pledge of Allegiance.

TODAY IN HISTORY

June 14
Actress Marla Gibbs is 89. Actor

Will Patton is 66. Singer Boy George
of Culture Club is 59. Actress Traylor
Howard (“Monk,” “Two Guys And A
Girl”) is 54. Actor Stephen Wallem
(“Nurse Jackie”) is 52. Actor Tor-
rance Coombs (“Reign,” “The Tu-

dors”) is 37. Actor Kevin McHale (“Glee”) is 32. Ac-
tress Lucy Hale (“Pretty Little Liars”) is 31. Actor
Daryl Sabara (“Spy Kids”) is 28.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Boy George

Aries (March 21-April 19). You have a different ex-
perience of the world than any creature who has
ever walked it. You’ll be met with appreciation as
you share your unique insights with someone you
trust.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). People need to hear
your version of the story, but you’ve held back be-
cause you want to get the sentiment just right. It’s
worth putting work into, but don’t overthink it.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). The very same experi-
ence you categorize as painful is also liberating.
What rocks your belief about what is also opens
your eyes to what could be. Look for gains every-
where.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You are in a proactive
mode and will lean into your gift for imagining, or-
ganizing and executing your next move. There are at
least two key happenings that today’s plans will
smooth right out.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). What you feel capable of
doing is not such a stretch from what you have al-
ready done; it’s just you reaching in a slightly differ-
ent direction. Assume that you’ll do what you set
out to do and then embark.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll trust people who
talk fast. They, like you, realize that there is much to
be done, and they are processing life quickly. It will
be fortunate to have allies on this wavelength of

productivity.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Normality can be an

anxious dictator. Hit pause and step back. The wid-
er view shows a much broader range of “normal.”
Step back again and there is no “normal” at all.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). In a parallel universe,
secluded from the routines, pressures and respon-
sibilities of everyday life, there’s an oasis you’ve
built for yourself out of your own curiosity and in-
terest. Visit and become revitalized.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Kindness alone
can’t evaporate the evil in the world. But kindness,
early on and constantly throughout, can stop that
evil from developing in the first place. Compassion
is prevention.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Annual and season-
al appointments will be important to keep. Perhaps
not significant in and of themselves, these events
are the markers by which you’ll later judge other
events as “before” and “after.”

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ll come across
those people you seem predisposed to like. They
speak your language, share your values, get your
humor. There’s more connection to look forward to
in the future.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). To take advantage of
one opportunity, you have to leave all other experi-
ences behind. You hardly ever think of what might
have been, but today, a slight glimpse at an alternate
path will intrigue you.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

OK everyone, I admit, last week I left
out part of the chorus frustrated about
traffic congestion at West Tennessee
Street and Capital Circle. Mark pro-
claimed eastbound as the trouble, Tony
says westbound is the problem. Appar-
ently traffic is snarled each morning and
afternoon out there.

Q. Mary Kay, transportation safety
extraordinaire and chair of the Citizens
Multimodal Advisory Committee who
rides a scooter most days and has also
personally witnessed vehicles speed
through red lights comes to us with in-

sight and ideas. Mary Kay’s Advisory
Committee, partnering with the Capital
Region Transportation Planning Agen-
cy, (CRTPA) advocates walking, bicy-
cling and scooter riding as a goal to re-
duce our dependency on cars.

A. Thanks Mary Kay, for the splendid
work you and your team are doing in the
effort to make Tallahassee and the re-
gion safer with purposeful development
planning and sensible transportation al-
ternatives. We will continue to champi-
on the work Mary Kay’s Citizens Com-
mittee does in future episodes of this
column. 

Q. Jeff of Sarasota, Florida asks Street
Scene to look into, among other things,
how and why obstacles such as sign
posts, street lights, traffic signal poles,
etc. are placed in sidewalks so someone

with reduced eyesight or wheelchair de-
pendent might walk into them or, in the
case of wheelchairs, find themselves
blocked entirely from full access to side-
walks and some crosswalks. 

A. Jeff, as a single parent of a child
with disabilities, and having met and
consider my close friends, people in the
Tallahassee ADA Community, I pride
myself in bringing attention to concerns
such as yours to the ones responsible for
removing and resetting sidewalk and
crosswalk obstructions harmful to pe-
destrians — especially our physically
disabled. 

I routinely hear from decision makers
holding high ranking public safety office
in State and Federal Governments who
tell me they “really appreciate” my col-
umn and that’s how I know they read

Street Scene. And not just government
officials but elected representatives in
the House and Senate.

They want to know the what and
where of all public safety concerns such
as yours. I shall hear from the safety
guys pronto after your piece in today’s
newspaper. Please let me know the spe-
cifics of what you have encountered and
something will be done to correct those.

I also take this opportunity to request
a team be fashioned and deployed to
identify and mitigate all Florida loca-
tions similarly causing harm to our most
vulnerable citizens; those with disability.

Philip Stuart is a retired Florida State
Trooper, Traffic Operations Projects En-
gineer and Forensics Expert Witness.
Write to him at: crashsites@embarq-
mail.com. 

Multimodal is the way to go to reduce car use
Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

“What’s needed now is anything that
can inoculate us from bias, disease and
evil, and a musician can offer that just
as a doctor can offer medicine,” says
Goldstein. “The only thing the audience
has to do is to participate by listening
without distractions. Most people have
no idea what music can do if they would
just sit in the evenings, listen and feel.” 

Goldstein will provide an opportuni-
ty for deep listening during his Face-
book Live Peace Concert on Monday,
June 15 at 8 p.m. For the virtual perfor-
mance, he hopes to be joined by special
guest and vocalist Vanessa Joy. 

The performance is an extension of
his mission to bridge cultural, religious
and political differences between peo-
ple through music. He was able to ac-
complish such a feat during a three-
week tour in Israel where he brought to-
gether Arabic, Israeli and American jazz
vocalists. 

“We’re having a peace conference
through collaboration and music,” says
Goldstein. “We feel each other’s musical
abilities and interact in a conversation
that is very rewarding, and the audience
notices and feels this.” 

Goldstein’s first melodic conversa-
tion was through an accordion. He’ll
never forget walking into his hometown
bank and asking his mother to place his
name in a box that advertised free les-
sons. 

Six months later, he performed in his
first ensemble concert at school. Gold-
stein asked for piano lessons next after
calculating that the keys and buttons he
had become adept at playing on the ac-
cordion would translate well. One day, a
truck pulled up to his house delivering a
Baldwin piano. Goldstein was shocked
by the gift from his two uncles, which
helped bolster his confidence to con-
tinue playing. 

“Somehow it was a match made prior
to me being born that said to my soul,
‘Boy, do I love playing this music,’” re-
calls Goldstein. 

In junior high, he added the French
horn to his repertoire, and would earn
bachelor’s and master’s degrees on the
instrument from Florida State Univer-
sity. Goldstein won a scholarship to Tel
Aviv University during his first year in
college and traveled to play with the
Munich Philharmonic in Salzburg, Aus-
tria during his junior year. In 1977, he
was asked to join Three Dog Night — the
band that made “Joy to the World (Jere-
miah Was a Bullfrog)” a hit — but turned
them down to focus on his own work
and family. 

This resolve carries over into Gold-

stein’s teachings during several youth
enrichment programs. He emphasizes
the importance of knowing the purpose
behind communicating through music
and reiterates how dedication is para-
mount to any technical abilities. 

“We try to encourage youth to be pas-
sionate with what they do, whether it’s
music or not,” says Goldstein. “It’s not
about how many notes you have, it’s
about how it’s played. Be better not for
selfish reasons, but so you have some-
thing someone wants.” 

Over the course of his career, Gold-
stein has produced more than 55 CDs
and written 15 piano arrangement
books. He says the library of music
stored in his mind is vast, though he
never plays a song the same way twice.
He won’t create a setlist before perform-

ing either, and instead allows the music
to flow organically from his fingertips. 

His upcoming concert features ev-
erything from sacred music to pop med-
leys and Broadway hits. Among Gold-
stein’s favorites will be “Let There Be
Peace on Earth,” as well as selections
from “Fiddler on the Roof,” Billy Joel and
Queen. 

“If I’m playing in a certain key, it re-
minds me of another progression to an-
other song, so I’m arranging the next
song while I’m finishing the one before,”
says Goldstein. “What I will also do im-
provisationally is make up music that
night based on the feelings I have during
that concert, and share with the audi-
ence something that will bring peace
into their hearts.” 

The pandemic has afforded Gold-

stein the chance to grow closer to his au-
dience, who wouldn’t typically be able
to stand up in a darkened auditorium
and request a song. The chat bubbles on
the virtual platform give him a unique
look into the minds of his listeners and
how they are responding in real time. 

In many ways, he says they orches-
trate the flow of the show. Goldstein
says past streams have gathered nearly
60,000 viewers. This equal exchange
highlights Goldstein’s belief that music
is meant to be shared. He hopes listen-
ers who tune in will also consider open-
ing up more than just their ears. 

“Peace means tolerance, beauty and
collaboration,” says Goldstein. “Peace
means music that soothes the soul.
Peace is anything that makes life easier
and makes families safe and people
happier.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Goldstein
Continued from Page 1C

Marvin Goldstein will present Facebook Live Peace Concert on Monday, June 15
at 8 p.m. For the virtual performance, he hopes to be joined by special guest and

vocalist Vanessa Joy. MARVIN GOLDSTEIN 

If you go 
What: Facebook Live Peace Concert 

When: 8 p.m. on Monday, June 15 

Contact: For more information please
visit https://marvingoldstein.com and
https://www.vanessajoy.net. 

Marvin Goldstein first learned to play
the accordion as a child. MARVIN

GOLDSTEIN


