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N
orthsider Lori Givens laughed out loud when

she described the two families who descended

on the used 10-speed she’s propped beside the

dishes and old crock pot at her yard sale. “The

thing was in bad shape, flat tires, the de-railer messed up,

the seat worn through. But these two families wanted that

bike.” h Givens had done a lot of cleaning out during the

pandemic, and the result was an impromptu yard sale.

Now, a family of four and a father and a daughter were both

after what has become a prized acquisition in Tallahassee

— a bicycle.

Marcus Betts, a bike
technician at Higher
Ground Bicycle Co.,
works on a bicycle
Tuesday, June 2.
ALICIA

DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE

DEMOCRAT

Spinning our wheels
Bicycles acquire new shine amid pandemic

A man test rides a bike at Bird Legs Bicycles on Tuesday, June 2.
ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Marina Brown Special to Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See BICYCLES, Page 4C
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A few times a week, organist Marissa
Hall quietly slips into the empty First
Presbyterian Church of Tallahassee.
She washes her hands, sanitizes the
keys and lets the music flow freely. She’s
grateful for Michael Corzine, her first or-
gan teacher and the church’s choirmas-
ter, for allowing her to use the space dur-
ing these quarantined months. 

Hall records offerings for churches in
Boston; she works as the director of mu-

sic and organist at St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church in Cambridge and the music and
worship administrator for Trinity
Church in Copley Square. She left the
city back in March after the pandemic
struck to be with her parents in Talla-
hassee. 

Although she misses the feeling of
surrender she gets from a live service,
she’s grateful for virtual opportunities
and the ability to return to St. John’s
Episcopal Church where she attended
services as a Florida State University
student and was an intern under long-
time mentor and director of music, Be-

tsy Calhoun.
Hall and Calhoun are the co-organiz-

ers for St. John’s Summer Choir Camp
which starts June 15 via Zoom, an online
meeting platform. 

“When we envisioned this camp a
few years ago, we wanted to recruit
more children who wanted an outlet for
music,” says Hall. “Our hope is this
camp might start to blossom into a pro-
gram that is year-round and be able to
serve even more children who want the
opportunity to sing.” 

Hall’s musical inclinations on the pi-
ano were nurtured at a young age,

though she lost interest around age 10.
She started at FSU as a film student, but
after meeting Calhoun, she was inspired
once again to return to the keys. Hall
studied intensively with Corzine, and
eventually graduated from the FSU Col-
lege of Music where she trained under
organ professor Dr. Iain Quinn. 

She went on to earn her master’s in
sacred music from Boston University
before starting her career as a music ad-
ministrator and organist. The highlight
of her week was working with the

Hymn writer Marissa Hall takes on choir camp
Amanda Sieradzki
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See HALL, Page 2C
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HOME SECURITY YOU CAN TRUST
GET AN ADT®-MONITORED SECURITY SYSTEM FROM PROTECT YOUR HOME

WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

Newcustomersonly. Early termination feeapplies. Installation starts at$99with36monthmonitoringagreement.Upgradedpackages requireadditional
installation fees. Equipment shownrequires additional fees. Seedetails below.

GET A FREE HOME
SECURITY SYSTEM

PLUS THESE BONUS OFFERS!OFFERS!

MONITORING
STARTING AT

$27.99
per month

BONUS! DOORBELL CAMERA
Answer your front door from virtually anywhere.
When you upgrade to ADT Pulse® + Video

—$229 VALUE!

FREE VISA® GIFT CARD
From Protect Your Home
—$100 VALUE!

EQUIPMENT: Equipment shown may require additional fees. Touchscreen pictured requires additional charge of $299. Vanishing sensors cost an additional $159 each. GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by
Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and handling fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after
following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month
($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. ADT Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help
you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet
and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not
available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT
Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT Pulse + Video installation is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract required from ADT Pulse + Video: $58.99 per month, ($2,123.64), including Quality
Service Plan (QSP). Doorbell camera may not be available in all areas. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory
credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for
some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and
Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal
alarm verification. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative
purposes only and may not reflect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725, AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016,
DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082,
MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451,
NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of
Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492,
UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499 TD-GCI0427142-03

850-792-1923
OR SAVE TIME AND SCHEDULE ONLINE

www.protection4yourhome.com
Reply By July 15, 2020 DF-GT-FL-T-D2799

Today is Sunday, June 7, the 159th
day of 2020. There are 207 days left in
the year.

On this date in:
1712: Pennsylvania’s colonial as-

sembly voted to ban the further im-
portation of slaves.

1892: Homer Plessy, a “Creole of
color,” was arrested for refusing to
leave a whites-only car of the East
Louisiana Railroad. (Ruling on his
case, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld
“separate but equal” racial segrega-
tion, a concept it renounced in 1954.)

1942: The Battle of Midway ended
in a decisive victory for American na-
val forces over Imperial Japan. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actress Virginia
McKenna (“Born
Free”) is 89. Singer
Tom Jones is 80. Actor
Liam Neeson is 68.
Actor William For-
sythe is 65. Latin pop

singer Juan Luis Guerra is
63. TV personality Bear Grylls (“Man
Vs. Wild”) is 46. Comedian Bill Hader
(“The Mindy Project,” “Saturday Night
Live”) is 42. Actress Anna Torv
(“Fringe”) is 41. Actress Larisa Oley-
nik (“3rd Rock From The Sun,” “Boy
Meets World”) is 39. Actor Michael
Cera (“Juno,” “Arrested Development”)
is 32. Rapper Iggy Azalea is 30. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Grylls

Aries (March 21-April 19). It only
takes one connection to make your per-
sonal life go from being a stale routine
to an inspired journey. You’ll make that
connection today and a transformation
will occur in the weeks to come.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You pro-
vide what’s needed and serve with a
smile. Because of this, you’re getting
what everyone successful person
needs – positive relationships with
people who want you to do well.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’ll be
gifted with an emotion that is one click
beyond passion and desire: rage. Rage
doesn’t have to be angry or negative,
but it’s always powerful, and best fo-
cused on what’s important to you.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). When the
solution eludes you, tackle it backward,
inside out or upside down – any other
way than the usual. What’s needed is a
fresh approach.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Whomever
you align yourself with, you grow to be
more like. It isn’t necessary for you to
have a personal relationship with your
role models. You get to choose them
from the whole wide world.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your fam-
ous adaptability will kick in. From the
outside, your behavior may look illog-
ical, but there’s definitely a method to
your madness. When an unusual situa-
tion crops up, an unusual reaction is
warranted.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The beauti-
ful, smart and loving person who
comes into your life today will be you.
This is the best sort of reunion, meeting
yourself again with the recognition that
it’s been a while and you’re better than

ever.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). People are

notoriously bad at knowing what will
make them happy, but you’ll defy the
odds, pointing yourself directly at the
motherlode of your own happiness.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Pas-
sions build slowly. At first, you don’t
even realize what you want. When
leanings turn to yearnings and become
undeniable in their message, it’s a
blessing that doesn’t feel like one.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It’s now
expected that you’ll give a gift. Of
course, it’s not the amount you spend
that matters but that you get it right.
Ask for help, even if you have to ask the
eventual receiver.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Emo-
tional skill and intelligence can be
earned through both negative and posi-
tive experiences. Today will bring sce-
narios you will use as examples of what
to do and what not to do.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). The pos-
sessions that you get the most value
out of are the ones you use every week
and maybe every day. As for the others,
the more you can let go of, the lighter
you’ll feel.

Today’s birthday (June 7). You’ll be
called on to do something you haven’t
done before. You’ll be both inspired and
inspirational. A group will form around
your leadership as you apply past expe-
rience to figure things out. Results be-
yond your expectations will come at the
start of the new year. Your family grows
in March 2021. Capricorn and Libra
adore you. Your lucky numbers are 6,
33, 25, 17 and 42.

children’s choir program and leading
them through worship services every
Sunday morning. 

“It was the power of music in worship
that drew me in,” reflects Hall. “It has
this power to change people and inspire
them to live beyond their normal lives.
Having that combination of beautiful
music in a sacred space and a service-
oriented environment is amazing.” 

Hall is an avid lover and writer of
hymns. She looks to Church of England
composers like Charles Stanford and
Herbert Howells for inspiration when
she writes, and often revisits recogniz-
able tunes and anthems on the organ to
set the prose. 

She’ll swirl around ideas and search
for rhyming words to fit a specific theme
or passage of scripture. Recently, she
created a hymn for COVID-19 which will
eventually be performed in Boston. Its
final stanza beckons listeners to “be still
and know we have our labors and voca-
tions to fulfill,” and that a higher love
and compassion will “bind us to each
other even when we must be apart.” 

“I love that hymns are so accessible,
and it is something people can take with
them,” says Hall. “Because the hymns
are set to music, they have this amazing
foothold in our memories. It’s important
we take them seriously because it’s the
theology that people remember and

sing to themselves when they hear an
earworm on Sunday mornings.” 

More than the experience of live mu-
sic, Hall misses the togetherness of
leading her children’s choirs. She is
proud of the Episcopal Church’s long-
standing tradition of having children
lead services in song. Hall says her stu-
dents take this responsibility seriously
and are always willing to rise to a chal-
lenge. She admires their lack of inhibi-
tions and willingness to try anything. 

Hall recalls a recent trip to England
where the group had the opportunity to
sing in the historic Wells Cathedral
which dates back to the 12th century.
Though they did not know what they
would be asked to sing beforehand, Hall
said one child brought his favorite sheet
music with him. He was delighted to
find out that was the chosen song for the
day, and during the service, she looked
over to see tears streaming down his
face. 

“It meant so much to him to hear this

hymn in this beautiful cathedral,” says
Hall. “Trusting children with this monu-
mental and important task is so life giv-
ing and worth it as they become pas-
sionate about so many musical pieces.
I’m always happy to answer their ques-
tions and get their opinions because
they have a voice that is not only beauti-
ful in worship but deserves to be heard
in rehearsal as well.” 

Hall is proud to continue this mission

in the focus for St. John’s Summer Choir
Camp this year.

She says campers will have the op-
portunity not only breathe and sing to-
gether, but also open new pathways to
their creative expression for two hours
each day.

Thanks to the virtual setting, she is
excited to have colleagues from Boston
joining as faculty, including Nora Bur-
gard as a singing instructor and Trin-
ity’s Richard Webster as a guest in com-
position. Local musicians Zlatina Stay-
kova will teach music theory and FSU’s
Dr. Gregory Springer will provide class-
es in music history. 

Hall hopes children in the Tallahas-
see area and throughout Florida will
register for this unique opportunity to
come together as a virtual choir. She and
Calhoun have stretched their imagina-
tions with how to use the Zoom platform
and enrich the program with a variety of
voices. 

“It’s challenging us to do our voca-
tions in new ways,” says Hall. “We still
have a community who wants to sing
and it’s our job as leaders in music to
make that happen right now. We’re en-
couraging students to create music
where they are and find ways to tap into
their creative energy. I’m excited to see
what might get unlocked for them when
they realize they have something to say.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Hall
Continued from Page 1C

Organist Marissa Hall is co-organizer
for St. John’s Summer Choir Camp
which starts June 15 via Zoom. DENNIS

HOWARD

If you go
What: St. John’s Summer Choir Camp 

When: 10 a.m.-noon, June 15-19 

Where: Zoom 

Cost: $50 per child 

Contact: For more information, please
call 850-222-2636 or visit
https://www.saint-john.org/outreach/
music/summer-choir-camp/.

As the state reopens for business and
we navigate our neighborhoods in cars
again we will have to be at our vigilant
best, on the alert for children at play ad-
jacent to streets and also playing in the
streets. Driving heads-up is required. 

Q. Don’s message to the driver of a
black Mercedes Benz SUV: Stop rip-
roaring around Lafayette Park and never

again race past me ignoring the double
yellow lines on Miccosukee Road. 

A. Good grief. I understand your an-
ger when you see someone jeopardize
your safety and the lives of others but
only get a license plate (tag) number,
and report to law enforcement. Never
attempt to confront anyone this ex-
treme. OK, Tallahassee citizens and po-
lice please watch out for this and all lu-
natics of the same stripe. Thank you
Don. 

Q. Speaking of Lafayette Park, I have
several emails from residents there
thanking the city, (or as one nice lady

put it) “whoever is responsible” for the
electronic speed monitoring signs on
Sixth Avenue. Jan is hopeful they will
slow people down. A thank you from
William includes a note he is hopeful
these devices will also be installed on
Seventh Avenue. William, they will also
be on Seventh Avenue.

A. The “whoever is responsible” is
you, residents of Lafayette Park. Please
give yourselves the earned applause.
Speeding on the “I-6, I-7” one-way pair
has been of foremost concern for folks
living in Lafayette Park for many years.
It is your involvement, the creation of a

traffic safety committee and your voice
published in Street Scene, which brings
attention to your elected representa-
tives and others in city government re-
sponsible for public safety. You have
jolted them into understanding speed-
ing cars on Sixth and Seventh Avenues
are a disaster-in-waiting. 

I am very glad to know those in
charge of our personal safety have re-
sponded to dangerous driving in La-
fayette Park. I will however request the
Tallahassee police traffic unit continue 

Thank Lafayette Park neighbors for speeding signs

Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

See STREET SCENE, Page 4C

HOROSCOPE HOLIDAY MATHIS


