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TLHLIFE

F
lorida’s Highway 20 has long endured as a journeyed gateway between the state’s past and

present. It traverses between wetlands and rural communities and was a preferred route for

travelers before I-10 cut across the Panhandle. h Straddling the crossroads of Leon, Gadsden

and Liberty counties, and nestled between a forest of spindly pines and the vastness of Lake

Talquin, sits Crow’s Corner. h Owned by Mike and Martha Crow since 2003, this gas station and conve-

nience store was a truck stop and meat market 50 years ago. The family business has become a commu-

nity staple as it provides a steady supply of animal feed, home-cooked chicken gizzards and other goods

and services to the surrounding area.

New mural at Crow’s Corner
helps tell Highway 20 story

A mural by Sarah Painter
and partner Cosby Hayes
breathes new life into
Crow’s Corner. CROW'S CORNER

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

See MURAL, Page 6C

In conversations with family and
friends, I know that there are those who
have been counting the days since they
first became aware of COVID-19 and its
life-changing impact. From late Decem-
ber when the first cases of the novel vi-
rus were confirmed to mid-January
when multiple nations, including the
U.S., documented cases, to mid-Febru-
ary when the virus was named, to mid-
March when the U.S. began to experi-
ence mandatory closings, people have
been counting.

It is remarkable to consider how

much we have learned so quickly and
how many people have been working
night and day to find remedies and help
resolve the crises people all over the
world are enduring in physical, mental
and financial health and well-being. As
often happens in a crisis, so many peo-
ple have demonstrated resilience, gen-
erosity, compassion and courage in
working together for the good of us all.
As we continue to count the days, so
many remain vigilant, demonstrating
good will and concern for their own
health, realizing personal decisions im-
pact the health of all.

This week has been one in which
people of faith have been counting for
reasons other than those related to CO-
VID-19. Our Muslim neighbors who ob-
served Ramadan from April 23 to May

23 this year, were encouraged to pray at
home the daily prayers they usually
pray in community, and to look for
peace in the isolation they are practic-
ing for the well-being of all.

Eid-al Fitr, “the breaking of the fast”
of Ramadan, celebrated May 24-26 this
year, is generally a joyous feast shared
with family and friends, but like Rama-
dan, was celebrated at home to protect
others. Ramadan is revered as the
month during which the Qu’ran was re-
vealed to the prophet Muhammed, and
counting the days of the fast is about re-
flecting on how to do better and be bet-
ter as the Qu’ran inspires.

A Muslim writer in the Daily Califor-
nian writes of approaching COVID-19
through the lens of Ramadan. He says,
“The purpose of Ramadan in Islam is to

teach ideals like patience, self-restraint,
empathy and generosity in order to be-
come closer to God. These values are
not, however, just useful for Muslims
during Ramadan; they are valuable les-
sons that can teach us all how to adapt
to these uncertain times.”

Our Jewish neighbors have also been
counting days — seven weeks of seven
days between Pesach (Passover) and
Shavuot (Jewish Pentecost), with its
celebration of first fruits and the receiv-
ing of the Torah. Jews say a blessing as
they count each day between the time of
Passover and the entering into covenant
with God and each other that is observ-
ed on Shavuot, this year May 28-May
30. This counting is not simply

We’re counting the days of COVID-19 and of our faiths 

Candace McKibben
Guest columnist

See MCKIBBEN, Page 2C
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HappyFather’sDay

SUNDAY
6.21.20

PLEASE VISIT
www.tallahassee.com/celebrations

CALL

888-508-9353
OR EMAIL

TCLASS@gannettnj.com

TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

If there was a day for

everything you have given

to me as a father, it would

be Father’s Day every day.

Thanks for always helping

me to remember what is

important in life…and today

it is you! You’re the best!

ONLY

$1500

Happy Father’s Day

Hurry!
Deadline is Friday, June 12th
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It continues a legacy laid out by
Mike’s parents, the owners of Crow’s
Grocery from 1957 to 1968, followed by
Crow’s Bar in the 1980s. 

The pandemic has slowed the steady
stream of spring breakers and Forgotten
Coast wanderers alike that frequent
Crow’s Corner during these peak
months. However, the Crows have
seized this rare moment to breathe new
life onto the outside of the Corner’s
humble exterior with the help of mural-
ists Sarah Painter and her partner Cos-
by Hayes of SPCH Walls. 

“I feel blessed and fortunate that we
were able to do this,” said Mike Crow,
who has wanted to see a mural go up for
close to 17 years. “Right now, it will be
good for people as they get back out and
start traveling around to see something
that they recognize as a landmark and
gives them a sense of stability.” 

Though Crow and his wife are in the
range of “at-risk” groups for COVID-19,
he never considered closing down. It’s
an in-character decision for the store
that has been a beacon of hope for es-
sential workers during multiple hurri-
canes, most recently Hurricane Mi-
chael, that devastated the coast. 

While many businesses have fur-
loughed or laid off employees, Crow
awarded bonuses to his “family” of
workers, many who have been with
them for a decade or more, and who
have remained steadfast in the uncer-
tainty of the past two months. Hand
sanitizer stations line the interior of the
store and Plexiglas walls separate the
deli and cash register from customers.

Even as state restrictions ease up,
Crow isn’t letting his guard down. 

“I’m putting up signs because you
need to keep it in your mind,” says Crow.
“This isn’t over yet.” 

Just outside, Painter and Hayes are
transforming the store’s facade for fu-
ture visitors. The design took two weeks
to generate after the Crows shared their
personal stories and photographs of
Lake Talquin with Painter. The resulting
dreamy orange sunset dips into the lake
as a young girl and her turtle gaze out
from their dock into a backlit forest. 

“I wanted to put a child in there to
have a nostalgic feel,” said Painter. “Peo-
ple who live in this area have been here
their whole lives, if not for generations.”

Painter and Hayes graduated from
Florida State University and have paint-
ed site-specific work internationally as
well as throughout Tallahassee. Painter
describes her style as natural realism,
with each brushstroke revealing the es-
sence or texture of a place. 

A native of North Florida, she be-
lieves public art has the opportunity to
commune with the past while opening
new inroads for the future. Collaborat-
ing with the Crows, SPCH Walls is excit-
ed to showcase the unique splendor of
the Panhandle’s rural treasures. 

“Our art is created for the people
where we paint,” said Painter. “A lot of
people think of muralism as a way to re-
vitalize an area, but don’t know how to
go about it. Our process forms a rela-
tionship with the clients and the histori-
cal research is important to creating a
piece that reflects the people who live
there.” 

Crow watched in admiration as the
mural slowly came to life over a week. A
former bricklayer, he could relate to
Painter’s fastidiousness as she re-
sketched one section that he saw as
flawless, but she wanted to perfect. 

Before the mural was completed, he
approved its final interactive feature — a
testament to his playful sense of humor
and a nod to the many iterations of the
Crow family businesses. Each of the five
distinct crow logos that adorned hats,
T-shirts and little league uniforms are
hidden within the final picture. 

“You’ll have to take a minute and ex-
plore through the scene to find them all,”
explained Painter, who said Mike insist-
ed she not tell him where they are. “Ev-

eryone who has stopped so far has a
comment or a question. Right off the
bat, people are taking a moment to look
at it. The fact that locals here are appre-
ciating it has been really special for me.” 

Crow is hopeful the mural will help to
bolster business and be a draw for trav-
elers as the economy recovers. His
daughter-in-law, Hannah, who helped
to facilitate the mural process, feels in-
troducing more instances of public art
will give rural areas like Fort Braden a
chance to shine. 

“We felt this was a crucial time be-
cause there’s a lot of unemployment
and struggle going on and the hope is
that this would go up and be a tribute to
our area,” she said. “It’s an area that has
become very disconnected, but there
are no places that create a more lovable
feel and culture more than Crow’s Cor-
ner does, and people need to be con-
nected. Art draws us together.” 

For more information on Crow’s Cor-
ner, visit
Facebook.com/CrowsCorner2003. To
learn more about Sarah Painter, visit
sarahpainterart.com. 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture
(tallahasseearts.org). This article is part
of COCA’s Creativity Persists collection,
which highlights how our community
uses the arts to stay connected and in-
spired during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Sarah Painter and Cosby Hayes are transforming the Crow’s Corner facade with a design. The design took two weeks to
generate after the Crows shared their personal stories and photographs of Lake Talquin with Painter. SARAH PAINTER

Owned by Mike and Martha Crow since 2003, this gas station and convenience
store was a truck stop and meat market 50 years ago. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

The signature crow of Crow’s Corner
on Highway 20 is included in the new
mural created for the building. HANNAH

CROW

Crow’s Corner sits off Highway 20 nestled between a forest of spindly pines and
the vastness of Lake Talquin. HANNAH CROW


