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If Kye Richardson’s violin could talk,
he imagines it would be a strict discipli-
narian, instructing him to practice often
and play well. What about while in front
of a crowd, as Richardson was as one of
the winners of the Big Bend Community
Orchestra Concerto Competition last
February? 

“I would imagine it saying, ‘I hope
you enjoy the music,’” quips Richard-
son. 

The 10-year-old virtuoso followed up
his win at BBCO’s 2018 competition with
another first prize award this past Janu-
ary at Tallahassee Youth Orchestra’s
Concerto Competition. Kye was looking
forward to performing with TYO in con-
cert this May, but the performance has
been postponed due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Instead, he will perform in TYO’s first
fall concert of the season, date still to be
determined. 

Kye started on the violin four years
ago under the instruction of Dr. Valerie
Arsenault. 

While his classes at Gilchrist Ele-
mentary School have gone virtual, he
still adheres to a practice schedule that
includes extracurricular online lessons
from his current teacher, professor Cor-
rine Stillwell. 

Before the pandemic, Richardson
had just started learning viola in his ele-
mentary school string class, and says he
enjoyed lending a hand to his fellow fifth
graders. 

“Some of them were learning violin,
so if someone needed to tune their vio-
lin, I would help them,” Kye said. 

While in quarantine, his house is
filled with music as he practices with his
father and older sister. Kye says he’s
playing many songs that his sister used
to play and has welcomed her help and
advice. 

Most recently, his dad assisted him
with his vibrato, which Kye says is a
technique that adds “characteristics to
the music to make it very beautiful.”
Meanwhile his lessons with Stillwell
continue to instill good habits. 

“I love taking lessons with such an
excellent teacher,” Kye said. “She’s
taught me how to practice slowly so you
can play it fast. If you play it fast, then
you’re not going to be able to play it
clean, or you’re not going to have good
intonation.” 

For Kye, achieving flawless intona-
tion, or playing his violin in tune, is a
huge part of his playing experience. 

“It takes a lot of work,” he adds. “You
can’t just pick up the violin and play
something perfectly in tune.” 

Kye enjoys the variance of sounds the
violin can make, from lighter tones to
rich, deep sounds. 

His favorite pieces include Edouard

Lalo’s “Symphonie Espagnole,” which
prominently features the violin. He also
enjoys a challenge like fast and staccato
string arrangements of Italian baroque
composer, Vivaldi. 

Kye played Vivaldi’s “Concerto in A
Minor” for the BBCO concert last winter.
He says the key to playing the fast piece
is to stay relaxed in the arm and focus on
the movements of the bow. Richardson
works in his designated “music room”
for two hours every day, practicing
scales, etudes and bow exercises to
achieve clarity and improve his muscle
memory. 

When he needs inspiration, he does a
quick internet video search. Before a
concert, Kye will listen to his piece being
played by an online violinist and strives
to emulate their concentration and fo-
cus onstage. 

He says he often watches his favor-
ites, Augustin Hadelich and Itzhak Perl-
man. Kye was selected for Perlman’s
music program, Suncoast Super Strings
in the first violin section in Sarasota. 

Kye was also named the first prize
winner for the Northwest Florida Sym-
phony Orchestra Concerto Competition
this past fall and was slated to perform
at their now postponed event this April.
Kye enjoys the feeling of being onstage
with a large group because it allows him
to hear how his violin fits into the larger
sound. 

“It was really exciting when I won be-
cause I knew I got to play with an or-
chestra,” Kye said. “You get to show peo-
ple how you play the piece, and it is nice
being able to share the music with ev-
erybody.” 

After a performance, Kye analyzes

his playing so that he knows what to go
home and practice next. But, he adds,
sometimes he just enjoys going out af-
terwards to celebrate. 

“A lot of times I like steak, not only
after performance, but I like steak a lot,”
says Kye said. 

Last summer, he attended Manhat-
tan School of Music’s summer program.
Richardson says the experience solidi-
fied his dreams of becoming a violin so-
loist and moving to New York City one
day. For now, with every bow stroke, he
follows the same advice he gives his
peers. 

“When you play the violin, just have
fun,” Kye said. “Don’t force yourself to
play like someone else plays, just play
how you play.” 

To stay connected with the Tallahas-
see Youth Orchestras, visit
tallahasseeyouthorchestras.com.

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).
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soul of his grief. The structure and form
of the poem help to express his broken-
ness and hurt.

Haiku are short, three line poems of
seventeen syllables in a 5-7-5 pattern
that provide a twist or express a conflict.
The Penumbra Contest, however, is not
strict about the syllable count. Scott
Mason from Cappaqua, New York, won
this year’s contest with this entry:
“small town piazza/the tower clock’s
minute hand/launches a pigeon.” He got
the syllables right and had a surprise
ending.

I can’t end this article without men-
tioning two more of the contest entrants
this year. Suzan Kurdak, current presi-
dent of the Tallahassee Writers Associ-
ation, won second place in both Young
Adult Novel Excerpt and Poetry catego-
ries. In her novel, “The Place of Pink
Houses,” Lena is just starting high
school when she moves from suburban
New York to a Florida beach town. Fit-
ting in is the least of Lena’s struggles, as
she deals with trauma and tragedy in
her new world. In “Expectations of a
Show,” Kurdak deals poetically, sensi-
tively, and humorously with giving
birth.

Katie Clark, a former poetry contest
winner, received second prize for her
Children’s Chapter Book entry, “In
Which an Answer Three is Given.” Her
book is a fresh take on the old troll-on-
the-bridge tale and is highly imagina-
tive and intriguing. Both of these excep-
tional writers have other published
works. Look them up and support our
Tallahassee writers.

Given the current home bound situa-
tion most of us find ourselves in, now is
a great time to be reading more. Check
out your local writers, as well as those
classics you have always wanted to
read, or re-read. A good place to get
started is to sample the tantalizing fare
of Seven Hills Review. It will whet your
appetite for more.

Robert Gibbs is a member of the Talla-
hassee Writers Association Board of Di-
rectors and a retired United Methodist
Minister.

sees things turn in an unexpected direc-
tion. This one will keep your attention
till the end.

Flash Fiction

The three finalists in Flash Fiction
will keep your attention as well, since
each story is only about a page and a
half long. But there is a lot to digest in
these brief pieces. The top prize went to
“Fountain of Youth,” by Christine
Venzon from Peoria, Illinois. With the
quick strokes of short, bright sentences,
she describes a winter-morning run at

middle age. I especially liked
the description of her run-
ning wardrobe with the vari-
ous sports brands covering
her from head to foot. “A hu-
man billboard, I am,” she
writes.

Children’s Chapter Book

Shirley Miller Kamada
took first prize in the Chil-
dren’s Chapter Book category
with her entry, “And then,

Flyer!” Kamada is from Moses Lake,
Washington and her book tells the story
of the Miyota family who were interned
in a prison camp for Japanese Ameri-
cans in 1941. The part of her compelling
story that won the contest for her is told
by Flyer, the dog. Flyer is left behind
when the family is taken away. In this
excerpt, Flyer tells about an incident
that happened in the chicken yard of the
home where he is staying. Suffice it to
say, Flyer is a great storyteller.

Penumbra Poetry Prize

The Penumbra Poetry Prize this year
was won by Christian Collier from Hix-
on, Tennessee. His poem, “In His
Place,” is an intimate, painful gaze into
the depths of the violent loss of his
cousin. The poem opens with him look-
ing out of a window. With the images of
the wind-blown leaves and a “songless”
dove, he brings us into the heart and

Haiku. Entries came in from all across
the country, from New York to Califor-
nia, from Florida to Ohio, and even an
entry from Ontario, Canada. The
breadth of geography spanned by these
contestants says a lot about how well
respected Seven Hills Review continues
to be.

It would be impossible in a brief arti-
cle to do justice to all of the contest win-
ners who grace the pages of Seven Hills
Review. Here are some highlights of the
outstanding work these writers contrib-
uted.

Ten Minute Play

The First Place Winner in the Ten
Minute Play category was “Timeshare”
by Judy Klass from Nashville, Tennes-
see.

Rob and Nancy are an estranged cou-
ple who end up in the same bar at the
same time. It is their favorite bar, but
this meeting is unintended and awk-
ward. So, Rob suggests a timeshare ar-
rangement for the bar. He will take Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday. Nancy can
have Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.
The resulting conversation is a witty
and poignant look at a couple dealing
with the nuances and complications of
their relationship and relationships in
general.

Adult Novel Excerpt

The winner in the Adult Novel Ex-
cerpt category was Peggy McCarthy
from Columbia City, Indiana. Her piece,
titled “Cheese Day,” is a sensitive and
empathetic take on a day in the life of
Joe, a truck driver who made a mistake.
McCarthy immediately puts the reader
right in the middle of Joe’s life and prob-
lem. I now have an entirely new appreci-
ation for truck drivers and their fam-
ilies.

Young Adult Novel Excerpt

In the Young Adult Novel Excerpt cat-
egory, “The Stoners,” by Daniel Boyne
from Cambridge, Massachusetts, took
the top prize.

This story is about a nerdy student
who overcomes the challenges of high
school, like bullies and girls, to succeed
in cross country track. As the author
summarizes it, “What begins as a waste
of time with a bunch of total losers, ends
up becoming a pathway to adolescent
redemption and athletic glory.” Boyne
develops a truly likable kid in Louis and
has us all cheering for him.

Creative Non-Fiction

The Creative Non-Fiction
category was won by Tim
Stiles from Concord, Cali-
fornia. His story, “Bizzy
Bone’s Cousin,” narrates an
experience he and another
writer had in the Maximum
Protection Wing of a Juve-
nile Correction facility. He
tells how young, scarred,
tough kids when asked to write their
own story, opened up to these strangers
and articulately shared some of the
most intimate, gut-wrenching events of
their lives.

Stiles paints a vivid picture of young
men already bruised and battered by life
with compassion, wit, and genuine in-
sight. He makes you feel that they have
some hope.

Short Story 

“All I Have” is a story told by a young
woman walking on a deserted street at
night who realizes she’s being followed,
or thinks she is. This is the Short Story
category winner by Marylee MacDon-
ald from Santa Rosa, California. Mac-
Donald pulls the reader into the tension
and movement of the story right away.
The woman, who has her own problems,
winds up having a conversation with
the man, tries to help him, but, then,
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