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Editor’s note: Tallahassee writer Doug Alderson, an
avid naturalist, paddler and currently the Outreach
and Advocacy Director for the Apalachicola Riverkeep-
er, is an award-winning author of several published
outdoor books, magazine and newspaper articles.

Alderson’s most recent book, “America’s Alligator,”
was just published by Lyons Press (Globe Pequot). In
advance of Midtown Reader’s planned virtual book
event and conversation with the author on Thursday, April 23, Alder-
son is sharing a preview.

Here is an excerpt from Chapter Seven of “America’s Alligator: A
Popular History of Our Most Celebrated Reptile.” 

Boy With Alligator As Pet, Harper’s Weekly 1890.

CRAWLING
WITH

HISTORY 
Doug Alderson shares excerpt from
his new book, ‘America’s Alligator’

Doug Alderson Special to Tallahassee Democrat USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See ALDERSON, Page 2C
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Pamala Doffek was unfazed when
Tallahassee’s stores first ran out of elas-
tic material — the vital component
sought out by DIY cloth
mask makers. Instead,
she turned to her decades
of experience as a fabric
and craft artist and
adapted. 

“All the videos out
there didn’t have fabric
straps in four corners, so
that’s our pattern,” says
Doffek, who serves on Sustainable Tal-
lahassee’s Rags2Bags committee.

After the annual Chain of Parks Art
Festival was postponed, Rags2Bags piv-
oted from making their usual 1000-1200

reusable cloth bags, which they distrib-
ute at the festival, and began assem-
bling masks for and with the communi-
ty. Doffek, who also serves as President
of the Board at LeMoyne Arts, was ada-
mant to unite arts organizations across
the city, sharing links to the pattern and
working together to provide protection
from COVID-19. 

Rags2Bags has an authorized mask
drop-off and kit pick-up station set up
from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. on Thursdays at
Faith Presbyterian Church’s Manna Cot-
tage. Their goal is to provide materials
for the community to make their own
cloth masks, as well as a few extra to be
donated to essential workers and or-
ganizations. 

Arts and service have always been
synonymous for Doffek. Her degrees in
industrial technology, library science,

and studio art have coalesced into her
many leadership and arts positions.
Doffek was former president of the Tal-
lahassee Quilter’s Unlimited Guild and
is a member of the Embroiderers’ Guild
of America. 

She first learned to sew at age 13 at
her local 4-H club and continued to
make clothes for herself and her family
under her mother’s tutelage. When Dof-
fek graduated from high school, she
joined the U.S. Air Force and crafted
throughout her many deployments and
assignments. She recalls one winter
making quilted, fabric Christmas orna-
ments by the light of her kerosene lamp. 

“I like to use scraps and be freeform,
and I believe we should use what we
have,” says Doffek. “Sewing, quilting, 

The art of the mask is new thrill for Pam Doffek
If you go
What: Rags2Bags/Sustainable Tallahas-
see Cloth Mask Dropoff & Kit Pick-Up 

When: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursdays 

Where: Manna Cottage, Faith Presby-
terian Church 2200 N. Meridian Road 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information please
email peggysanford1981@gmail.com or
visit https://sustainable
tallahassee.org/.

Videos: Making a Face Mask with 4-ties
in corner: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=AWMjVx7iYfE 

Making double-fold binding for mask
straps/ties: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=1lw6_Vtp8OQ 

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See DOFFEK, Page 4C

Doffek 
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Q. Judge Smith, what is “hearsay,”
why shouldn’t juries be allowed to hear
it, and is hearsay ever admitted into evi-
dence at trials? Nate

A. Nate, think of Florida’s evidence
code as a giant filter. It was designed by
the legislature for trial courts to use to
screen out evidence that juries
shouldn’t consider. 

At trial, a lawyer presents the evi-
dence he wants the jury to consider and
his opponent must challenge the admis-
sibility of that evidence by voicing time-
ly objections. If a lawyer snoozes the cli-
ent loses because any objection not
made is waived.

Fact witnesses testify about the rele-
vant facts they know first-hand. Gener-
ally, they are asked what they did or
didn’t do, or what they saw, heard,

touched, smelled or tasted. 
In contrast, hearsay is an out-of-

court statement offered to prove the
truth of the matter asserted. The state-
ment can be oral, written, or nonverbal
conduct. Often, hearsay involves an in-
court witness repeating what an out-of-
court witness said. 

Let’s use an example. Suppose Juan
sues Bobbie for negligence. Juan alleges
Bobbie violated his right-of-way and
caused a two-car accident. Bobbie de-
nies being at-fault and Juan must prove
Bobbie’s liability and the amount of
damages he suffered.

At trial, Juan’s lawyer calls Earl as a
witness. Earl testifies he knows nothing
about the case except what his friend
Sally told him. According to Earl, Sally
said that on the day of the accident, she
heard Bobbie say, “I ran the dad-gum
red light!”

What Sally said, if she actually said
it, is hearsay because it’s being offered
to prove Bobbie ran the red light and is
at-fault. If Bobbie’s lawyer makes a
timely objection, Earl’s repetition of

what he says Sally said will be excluded
from evidence as hearsay. 

The law considers hearsay to be less
reliable than direct testimony. Why?
Let’s consider our example. Sally may
not even exist. Assuming she does, Sally
might be biased, mistaken, a liar, or a lu-
natic. Bobbie’s lawyer can’t confront
Sally and the jury can’t evaluate her
credibility. Moreover, Earl might have
lied or misconstrued what Sally said be-
cause he was confused, hard of hearing,
or mistaken. 

Another danger of hearsay is that ju-
rors might substitute the credibility of
the in-court witness, for the credibility
the out-of-court witness being quoted.
After all, Earl might come across as
more believable than Sally would. These
problems can be avoided by subpoena-
ing Sally and having her testify at trial. 

Now, let’s dive into the complexity of
applying the rule against hearsay. 

If objected to, hearsay evidence is in-
admissible unless one of 33 exceptions
apply! Moreover, some written and oral
statements contain hearsay within

hearsay, which adds another layer of
analysis. 

Hearsay is often admitted into evi-
dence and considered by juries because
lawyers don’t object or one of the 33 ex-
ceptions applies. 

Let’s close with just two examples of
commonly applied hearsay exceptions. 

The business records exception ap-
plies to records regularly kept in the or-
dinary course of business. Record keep-
ers must have first-hand knowledge of
the events or transactions they record,
and the record must be made at or near
the time it happened. 

The excited utterance exception ap-
plies to the out-of-court statements
made in reaction to startling events or
conditions. Excited utterances are
blurted out under the stress of the mo-
ment and happen so quickly the decla-
rant didn’t have time to reflect or fabri-
cate.

The Honorable J. Layne Smith is a Le-
on County Judge. Email your questions
to askjudgesmith@gmail.com. 

Listen up: I say, you say, Earl say, hearsay
Ask Judge Smith
Layne Smith

Guest columnist

Traffic has calmed down so we are
taking a moment to give thanks.

We are grateful for our dedicated
doctors, nurses, medical technicians,
state troopers, paramedics, local law
enforcement, firefighters, medical staff,
pharmacy staff, and the all important
grocery store employees. Indeed, all
front-line workers. 

We thank them with all our hearts.
I know of equally dedicated State of

Florida employees also taking risks.
While taking every precaution to pro-
tect themselves and family, strap into

their cars and slip along mostly aban-
doned city streets, enter their offices to
figure out how best to keep our State of
Florida government running smoothly.

Although many of us will remain in
our homes, for these dedicated public
service employees this is not the time to
take off work. 

Then there is Caroline. Extremely
busy with online schoolwork assign-
ments, household chores, backyard vol-
leyball practice and fending off older
brothers, she wants to help in this time
of need and uncertainty.

So, to make it easier for families, Car-
oline has teamed up with a few of her
senior class Leon High School class-
mates and Leon Senior volleyball team
members, through social media, family,
friends and word-of-mouth are offering
in-home child care and some tutoring to

allow those continuing to work, reliable
and responsible teenage alternatives for
the care of small children.

Thank you, Caroline, and your
friends. 

Like many, Brenda is making her time
at home more productive by making
protective face masks.

Always one to stay busy when not
preparing for children and grandchil-
dren’s visits, singing in the Tallahassee
Community Chorus or rehearsing at St.
John's Episcopal Church, Brenda must
be active. It is Brenda’s way of enjoying
life in retirement.

Now, her life on hold, she handcrafts
and distributes her protective masks
while making the best of the stay-at-
home directive we all have come to
terms with. Thanks, Brenda, for being
an extremely important part of a fight-

ing force against this invisible enemy.
Pete appreciated me addressing the

things I learned from my officer and
gentleman Air Force Bomber Pilot Dad.
He is himself one of many college kids
yanked off campus and into the U.S.
Army. 

I could say Pete was the third officer
and gentleman I got to know in my
young life. Of course the first was my
aviator dad, Col. Stuart. The second was
my brother, U.S. Marine Don Stuart.
Then after graduation from mediation
school and entering the rank of county-
civil court mediator I met Pete. Retired
FBI agent, distinguished attorney, mili-
tary war veteran and mediator. Thanks
my good friend for your life-long ser-
vice.

Send questions to crashsites@em-
barqmail.com.

A time to thank the many who are serving
Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

art craft utilization. That is how I can
give to my community.” 

Doffek has made quilts for the NICU
at Tallahassee Memorial Hospital and
the Big Bend Homeless Coalition. She
has donated fabrics to The Moses Bas-
ket Project that works with the Gads-
den Correctional Facility and spends
time knitting washcloths for elder care
facilities and the veterans center. 

When Doffek begins thinking
through a new piece — whether it is
quilt or embroidery —she’ll draw up a
rough sketch, then head straight for her
sewing machine. She works in bright,
vibrant purples, reds, yellows and
greens. 

She is the most proud of a piece she
did for the Quilter’s Unlimited annual
show titled, “Full Frontal Foliage.” Her
quilt was a response to another mem-
ber’s rejected art quilt the previous year
that adapted Edvard Munch’s bare
“Madonna.” In cheeky protest, Doffek
carefully hid a hand-stitched woman
among the luscious flowers, dragon-
flies and bees. She enjoys capturing
serendipitous and culturally relevant
moments in fiber and is always primed
for a new task. 

“I like the challenge of the thrill, the
‘can you do this?’” says Doffek. “It is
from both my military background and
my first bachelor’s in industrial tech-
nology. I have a process-oriented mind
and industrial technology asks how do
you lay out a factory so that it is most
efficient. That is what I am doing with
Rags2Bags. I know how to make a proc-
ess work.” 

In addition to providing 600 bags for
elementary schools to collect students’
schoolwork and belongings,
Rags2Bags has continued to meet ev-

ery week for mask assembly. Doffek
says they have made the process effi-
cient and easy to replicate for the com-
munity with their sewing pattern. 

Doffek serves as a cutter in the as-
sembly line. Other members surge the
sides and tops of the masks before
handing them off to the people who fold
down the tops and make braided ties.
Their form is a variation of a template
used by The Turban Project, which cre-
ates turbans and masks for cancer pa-
tients. Doffek recently released a You-
Tube video on Sustainable Tallahas-
see’s webpage to demonstrate the
process.

“It is all straight sewing and the
video shows how to do simple mask
with four fabric ties,” says Doffek. “The
pleats aren’t difficult, just go slow.” 

Doffek says Sustainable Tallahassee
is also offering mobile drop-off and
pick-up services on Wednesdays for
those who are unable to leave their
home or travel to the Thursday loca-
tion. She advises that a mask is simply
the first line of defense and that the
community should continue to follow
distancing orders, hand-washing pro-
tocols, and wash their masks regularly. 

Even in these difficult times, Doffek
continues to be motivated by the Talla-
hassee art community’s support of one
another. She is hopeful to keep the syn-
ergy and momentum going between
many organizations. 

“Art has always been a need for the
human whether they knew it or not,”
says Doffek. “Art has proved over and
over throughout the centuries that it’s
part of the healing process. It keeps
people’s spirits buoyed and brings us
together as a community.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.tal-
lahasseearts.org).

Doffek
Continued from Page 1C

Aries (March 21-April 19). The label
“difficult” goes to those who ask a lot of
questions and have a problem with au-
thority. The label “entertainer” goes to
those who do the same, with a twin-
kling eye and a sense of humor.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Thinking
of the future gives you pleasure. The
difference between an escape fantasy
and a powerful visioning session is the
intent to realize the dream and the
steps you take afterward.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). One qual-
ity of class you possess and others prize
is your ability to frame things in a posi-
tive and constructive way and convey
this with supportive language.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You will
get to spend time with the one who
makes you laugh and feel valued – the
one you go to when you want to strate-
gize or just dream. This relationship is
worth more than gold.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Because you
feel entitled to things like explanations
and respect, you’ll rattle those who
would rather have blind followers. How
auspicious! These are the ones who
most need rattling.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The spe-
cial project on deck will require you to
be organized, forward-thinking and re-
sourceful. You’ll have fun with this one
– as long as you don’t wait until the last
minute.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ll be
several people throughout the day – a
quiet, contemplative conversational-
ist, the fun and silly one, the expert, the
student. However you’re feeling, honor
it and play to your strengths.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). In the

past, you’ve assumed that if you
weren’t succeeding with a person,
there was something about you or your
approach that you could change to fix
it. Consider another way. What if you
engineered what works for you?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Being
alone is an opportunity to have a mee-
tup with yourself and catch up on the
current status of your own head and
heart. Ask, “How am I really doing?”
and “What matters now?”

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You
don’t have to challenge yourself every
single day. Today, it’s better not to force
yourself to do the things that drain you.
Go where you thrive, avoid where you
merely survive.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Rela-
tionships are teaching and changing
you, though some of these lessons
won’t be obvious to you until the trans-
formation is complete and you can look
back and see the “before” and “after.”

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). The effort
to create trust isn’t something you only
need to do to make a first impression or
to sway people you don’t know well. To-
day, you’ll see how trust is built or erod-
ed in every interaction, even with the
most familiar people.

Today’s birthday (April 19). You’re
the boss! Enjoy an increased sense of
control over the content and pacing of
your year. Relationships are exhilarat-
ing; work is a slow and steady climb. A
project will take you through much per-
sonal development. You’ll commit
deeply to get the most out of each stage
while staying on task and on purpose.
Libra and Virgo adore you. Your lucky
numbers are 6, 30, 33, 25 and 19.

HORSOCOPES

Today is Sunday, April 19, the 110th
day of 2020. There are 256 days left in
the year.

On this date in:
1775: The American Revolutionary

War began with the battles of Lexing-
ton and Concord.

1912: A special subcommittee of the
Senate Commerce Committee opened
hearings in New York into the Titanic
disaster.

1943: During World War II, tens of
thousands of Jews in the Warsaw Ghet-
to began a valiant but ultimately futile
battle against Nazi forces.

1993: The 51-day siege at the Branch
Davidian compound near Waco, Texas,

ended as fire destroyed the structure
after federal agents began smashing
their way in; about 80 people, including
two dozen children and sect leader Da-
vid Koresh, were killed.

1995: A truck bomb destroyed the
Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in
Oklahoma City, killing 168 people.
(Bomber Timothy McVeigh, who prose-
cutors said had planned the attack as
revenge for the Waco siege of two years
earlier, was convicted of federal murder
charges and executed in 2001.)

2005: Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger of
Germany was elected pope in the first
conclave of the new millennium; he
took the name Benedict XVI.

THIS DATE IN HISTORY

Actress Elinor Dona-
hue (“Dr. Quinn, Medi-
cine Woman,” “Father
Knows Best”) is 83. Ac-
tor Tim Curry is 74.
Singer Mark “Flo” Vol-
man of The Turtles is 73.
Actor Tony Plana (“Ugly

Betty”) is 68. Actor Tom Wood (“The
Fugitive,” “Ulee’s Gold”) is 57. Death
Row Records co-founder Suge Knight
is 55. Country singer Bekka Bramlett
of Bekka and Billy is 52. Actress Kim

Hawthorne (“Greenleaf”) is 52. Ac-
tress Ashley Judd is 52. Singer Luis
Miguel is 50. Actress Jennifer Esposi-
to (“Blue Bloods”) is 48. Actress Jenni-
fer Taylor (“Two and a Half Men”) is
48. Singer Madeleine Peyroux is 46.
Actor James Franco is 42. Actress
Kate Hudson is 41. Actor Hayden
Christensen (“Star Wars Episodes II
and III”) is 39. Actress Catalina Sandi-
no Moreno (“Che,” “Maria Full of
Grace”) is 39. Actress Ali Wong (“Amer-
ican Housewife”) is 38. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Hudson


