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Local books for
COVID-19 and
the restless soul

It’s Day 21 (or something – the days
run together now) of social distancing,
and you’ve binge-watched all the
movies and series Netflix, Hulu, and
Disney+ have to offer.

You are not so desperate that you will
clean the toilet again before designated
date (what I call Funday Monday). Be-
fore you tear your hair out and (again)
break into your emergency stash of
chocolate/queso/key lime Greek yo-
gurt/more chocolate/vino/chocolate-
chip cookie dough/all of the above,
reach for an adventure!

That’s right: a book!
Midtown Reader (midtownreader.

com) is offering curbside pick-up or free
delivery, the Wakulla County Library
(wildernesscoast.org) has curbside
pick-up, and you can checkout eBooks
and audiobooks from the Leon County
Public Library (cms.leoncountyfl.gov).

So, what are you waiting for? Sugges-
tions?

Well, I happen to have a few, and be-
cause these authors, libraries, and
booksellers are local, you are supporting
your community. Today, I feature chil-
dren’s books, poetry, and Southern
charm. Future columns will highlight
middle grade/young adult, romance, lit-
erary fiction, travel and history, mem-
oir/autobiography, inspirational, and
nonfiction.

Children’s Books 

Carol Hair Moore, a retired second
grade teacher, has written a series of five
picture books, all delightfully illustrated
by Michael Harrell. From “Marvin the
Magnificent Nubian Goat” (CyPress
Publications, 2009) to “Friends Who
Sparkle Like Stars” (CyPress Publica-
tions, 2017), the animal friends in
Moore’s books will charm young readers
while teaching them the importance of
“love, kindness, sincerity, and support.”
Moore’s books can be found on Amazon
and through the author’s website, iw-
ishyouicecreamandcake.com. They are
also available through both the Leon
and Wakulla County libraries.

In “The Zoopendous Surprise”
(Pleasant St. Press, 2009) by Boots
Hensel, two Asian elephants at the Lit-
tle Rock Zoo in Arkansas try to find out
what surprise the zookeepers and other
zoo animals have planned for them. The
story is based on Hensel’s daughter’s
real-life adventures as an elephant
keeper at the Little Rock Zoo.

Jan Annino won the Florida Book
Award for her illustrated biography of
Betty Mae Tiger Jumper, “She Sang
Promise” (National Geographic Chil-
dren’s Books, 2010). The first woman 

“She Sang Promise,” a children‘s book
by Jan Godown Annino.

See BOOKS, Page 4C

M.R. Street
Guest columnist

“Friends Who Sparkle Like Stars,” by
Carol Hair Moore.
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Amidst the societal upheaval of the
COVID-19 pandemic and “safer-at-
home” orders, photographer Kira Der-
ryberry asked herself how she could be
helpful to the community. Her busi-
ness has come to a standstill as the
owner of Kira Derryberry Photography. 

Derryberry says it was while search-
ing for something fun to do with her
daughter that the Stay at Home Pho-
tography Series was created. Every
week, Derryberry is posting free and
easy projects for parents to complete
with their children using their smart-
phone cameras. She is asking everyone
to share the results to social media with
the hashtag #kdpstayathome. 

“Social media is so inundated right
now with negativity, that when I see
smiling pictures from children at
home, it brightens up the newsfeed a
little bit,” says Derryberry. “I am trying
to put good out there. Anything we can
do to help the community get through
this time.” 

Derryberry serves as the director of
the Professional Photographers of
America, a nonprofit that provides its
members with tools and resources for
their businesses. 

In the past two weeks, she has led
virtual panels and discussed ideas for 

Photographer Kira
Derryberry is

posting free and
easy projects for

parents to complete
with their children

using their smart
phone cameras.

KIRA DERRYBERRY

FACE TIME
Photographer launches creative project for families at home 

Adieren Narro shot this photo as part of the Stay at Home Photography Series
created by Kira Derryberry. Every week, Derryberry is posting free and easy
projects for parents to complete with their children using their smart phone
cameras. She is asking everyone to share the results to social media with the
hashtag #kdpstayathome. ADIEREN NARRO

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See DERRYBERRY, Page 2C
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HOME SECURITY YOU CAN TRUST
GET AN ADT®-MONITORED SECURITY SYSTEM FROM PROTECT YOUR HOME

WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

OR SAVE TIME AND SCHEDULE ONLINE
www.protection4yourhome.com

Newcustomersonly. Early termination feeapplies. Installation starts at$99with36monthmonitoringagreement.Upgradedpackages requireadditional
installation fees. Equipment shownrequires additional fees. Seedetails below.

GET A FREE HOME
SECURITY SYSTEM

PLUS THESE BONUS OFFERS!OFFERS!

MONITORING
STARTING AT

$27.99
per month

BONUS! DOORBELL CAMERA
Answer your front door from virtually anywhere.
When you upgrade to ADT Pulse® + Video

—$229 VALUE!

FREE VISA® GIFT CARD
From Protect Your Home
—$100 VALUE!

EQUIPMENT: Equipment shown may require additional fees. Touchscreen pictured requires additional charge of $299. Vanishing sensors cost an additional $159 each. GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by
Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and handling fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after
following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month
($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot
be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. ADT Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help
you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet
and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not
available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT
Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT Pulse + Video installation is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract required from ADT Pulse + Video: $58.99 per month, ($2,123.64), including Quality
Service Plan (QSP). Doorbell camera may not be available in all areas. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory
credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for
some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and
Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal
alarm verification. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative
purposes only and may not reflect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725, AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016,
DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082,
MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451,
NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of
Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492,
UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499

850-792-1923
DF-GT-FL-T-D2799Reply By May 15, 2020
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Today is Sunday, April 5, the 96th
day of 2020. There are 270 days left in
the year.

On this date in:
1621: The Mayflower sailed from

Plymouth Colony in present-day Mas-
sachusetts on a monthlong return trip
to England.

1887: In Tuscumbia, Alabama,
teacher Anne Sullivan achieved a
breakthrough as her 6-year-old deaf-
blind pupil, Helen Keller, learned the
meaning of the word “water” as
spelled out in the Manual Alphabet.

1955: British Prime Minister Win-
ston Churchill resigned his office for
health reasons. Democrat Richard J.
Daley was first elected mayor of Chi-
cago, defeating Republican Robert E.
Merriam.

2001: Wang Zhizhi became the first
Chinese player to play in the NBA
when he took the court for Dallas
against Atlanta. (Wang scored six
points and grabbed three rebounds.)

TODAY IN HISTORY

Country singer Tommy Cash is 80.
Actor Michael Moriarty (“Law and
Order”) is 79. Actor Max Gail (“Sons
and Daughters,” “Barney Miller”) is 77.
Singer Agnetha Faltskog of Abba is
70. Actor Mitch Pileggi (“The X Files”)

is 68. Singer Peter Case
of The Plimsouls is 66.
Rapper-actor Christo-
pher “Kid” Reid of Kid
‘n Play (“House Party”)
is 56. Guitarist Mike
McCready of Pearl Jam
is 54. Singer Paula Cole
is 52. Actress Krista Al-

len (“Baywatch,” “What About Brian”)
is 49. Actress Victoria Hamilton (“The
Crown”) is 49. Country singer Pat
Green is 48. Rapper-producer Phar-
rell Williams is 47. Rapper Juicy J
(Three 6 Mafia) is 45. Actor Sterling K.
Brown (“This Is Us”) is 44. Actress
Hayley Atwell (“Marvel’s Agent Car-
ter”) is 38. Actress Lily James (“Down-
ton Abbey”) is 31.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Williams

Aries (March 21-April 19). When you
follow your own leadership, reward, en-
courage and treat yourself. The more
you reinforce a preferred behavior, the
more likely you are to exhibit it.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’ll ask
yourself, “Is this who I want to be?” and
then make little adjustments from there
to either reinforce your choice or turn it
in a new direction.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). The sky is
not falling. It makes some people feel
better to join in a panic, and there’s al-
ways one going on somewhere. You can
choose to participate in it or not. Do
what’s right for you.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). The only
motive to have now is no motive at all.
This is a time to be hyperaware of what
is so. And if you can love what’s going
on, then you’ll be even more powerful in
the situation.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re thor-
oughly original. It’s not that you reject
the traditional approach or the way
most others are doing it, it’s just that
you clearly see a way to do it differently.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You will feel
compelled to nurture those in need bet-
ter than you would care for yourself.
Why? Step back and challenge yourself
to give yourself your highest and best.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’re not

“too” anything. You’re just right in all of
the categories – just right for you, for
this time, for the current circumstances.
If you want to change something, start
by accepting where you are.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Loving is
easier than communicating love, which
can be tricky, laden in expectation and
the pressure to get things right. For to-
day, just focus on loving.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You
improve the world by doing as much as
you can in the tribes you belong to. If you
feel limited by the group, then you’ll join
another. Your capacity for friendship
and service is bigger than most.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). People
don’t generally follow advice, but they
don’t have to to be helped by you. Your
assistance comes by way of example.
You show up strong; they go along. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your gift
for creating friendships includes an in-
stinct for give and take, an ability to
sense underlying feelings, a fun way of
communicating and instant affection
for unconventional people.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). To recog-
nize when a thing is totally out of your
control and act accordingly is good com-
mon sense and great leadership. Effec-
tive leaders know when to steer the ac-
tion and when to let go.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

photographers and businesses coping
with the pandemic across the country. 

She has been heartened by many
professionals who are turning to social
media to create similar projects. Her
first assignment, “Make Faces” directed
parents to have their children stand
against a neutral wall near a window
and make as many silly faces as they
could conjure. Then, using different ac-
cessible phone applications and editing
tools, Derryberry instructed them on
how to create an image collage.

“We have this gift of time with our
family we didn’t expect to have, which is
actually a great thing,” says Derryberry.
“I think we are taking for granted some
of those little moments to remember.
Every person has a camera in their
hand, and I just wanted to give people
ideas on how to document those mo-
ments.” 

Derryberry fell in love with portrait
photography from the moment her fa-
ther gifted her a film camera. She spent
most of her high school in the dark room
and majored in fine art at the University
of Alabama. She says her father remains
the artist she most admires and he has
given her unconditional support over
the years. 

She was delighted to photograph him
recently in a fully styled shoot to cap-
ture his distinguished essence. Her
brother also found himself in front of
her lens and wound up as the cover pho-
to of “Professional Photographer Maga-
zine” — something Derryberry counts
among her greatest accomplishments
as an admirer of character and celebrity
portrait photographers like Mark Seliger
and Annie Leibovitz. 

“A character portrait makes you feel
like you know the person better through
the image,” explains Derryberry. “Some-
times it is completely mocked up and
sometimes it is a genuine portrait of
that person by way of lighting, scene or
clothing choice. You get a feel for their
personality and demeanor.” 

Portraits tell stories for Derryberry.
She most enjoys capturing families and
artists, and has photographed musi-
cians Avis Berry and Mary Ann Hoff-
man. 

“Those are always fun because art-
ists know how to perform in front of the
camera, and I get to focus on creating

the image while they give me the emo-
tion,” adds Derryberry. 

Derryberry’s portraits use clean,
neutral backgrounds, usually in white
or shades of gray. She prefers this mini-
malistic style as it provides a modern
look and allows the person to shine
through the photograph. She will take
60 to 80 images in any given session and
enjoys sitting with clients and guiding
them through the selection and editing
processes. 

One of her biggest challenges is cap-
turing the right light in her studio while
balancing the positions of the body.
Derryberry will often mirror poses and
go through a specific series of shots in
order to arrive at the place where her
subjects look their best. She enjoys
working one-on-one and building trust
to get to a place where the client feels
comfortable. 

While she doesn’t consider herself a
historian, she hopes people in the com-
munity will take up their cameras to
document the historic nature of this
time, and all the moments that are hap-
pening right now in our homes. 

“We will have documentarians out

there doing the hard hitting work that
we need for history, but I think for our
own purposes we also need to remem-
ber how it was for those of us that were
staying at home and trying to make the
best of it,” says Derryberry.

“People are missing graduations,
weddings and major parts of their life
that usually get documented by profes-
sionals. We should be documenting this
time because it is an important part of
history that we’ll never forget.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Derryberry
Continued from Page 1C

Photographer Kira Derryberry shoots a portrait. When her business slowed because of the coronavirus, Derryberry created
the Stay at Home Photography Series. KIRA DERRYBERRY

Kira Derryberry’s brother “The
Skeptic” also found himself in front of
her lens and wound up as the cover
photo of “Professional Photographer
Magazine.” KIRA DERRYBERRY

How to see it 
What: Stay at Home Photography Se-
ries with Kira Derryberry Photography 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information please
call 850-583-1644. To access the series,
please visit
kiraderryberryphotography.com.


