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TLHLIFE

“Everybody was shell shocked because everything we had disap-
peared in a day,” recalls dancer and choreographer Melinda Cohen of the
first few days of the COVID-19 pandemic. Cohen is the director of the
Fusion World Dance Concert II, which was released as a video perfor-
mance on Saturday, Sept. 12. 

While the first concert was done in a theater last year, COVID-19 pre-
cautions shifted this year’s performance into a virtual space. The con-
cert brings together dance and music performances from Asia, the Mid-
dle East and South America, as well as several modern fusions of these
cultures.

Some performers quarantined together during the filming of the show,
while others filmed their performances outdoors or on location. Cohen
worked with executive producer Aurora Torres Hansen, videographer
Vann Patacxil and editor Roy Smith to provide a robust showcase that can
be enjoyed at the Asian Coalition’s website for months to come.

Peacock, from Fusion World
Dance Concert II, which was
released as a video performance
on Sept. 12. MELINDA COWEN

Fusion dancers show ‘so 
much heart’ in video concert

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

Chinese Association solist
participates in the Dance
Fusion World Dance
Concert II, which was
released as a video
performance on Sept. 12.
MELINDA COWEN

See DANCE, Page 4C

CULTURAL WINGS

I am glad to hear that “marching on
the Capitol” in Tallahassee is still a way
for people to express their political and
social concerns to publicly elected offi-
cials.

Over 50 years ago as a Florida State
University student and staff school
newspaper photographer for the Florida
Flambeau, I documented my student

experience in the middle of the Vietnam
War protests.

Many students at FSU then opposed
the government’s actions sending thou-
sands of men overseas to fight a war
that we could not win and would change
America forever.

On March 4, 1969, an attempt by the
Students for a Democratic Society to de-
fy a court injunction and use a Student
Union meeting room was quelled by Le-
on County sheriff’s deputies carrying
unloaded, bayonet-tipped M-1 rifles.
The incident, known as “Night of the
Bayonets,” produced no violence
though 58 students were arrested.

The next day after “The Night of the
Bayonets” on March 5, 1969, Carter

Brown, FSU Student Body President, in
an editorial in The Flambeau stated:
“The course of law is not, however, and
never should be the tip of a naked bayo-
net.”

That statement certainly holds true
today.

As a photographer then, I document-
ed my life at FSU and self published my
journey in a book titled: “FSU Salad
Days - Idealism and Innocence in the
late 1960’s a Photographic Journey.” In
160+ pages I picture my experiences as a
staff photographer for The Flambeau,
including demonstrations held by FSU
students and professors.

‘Salad Days’ book evokes FSU protest memories

Federico Santi
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Jack Lieberman being escorted to meet
with Gov. Claude Kirk during protests
of Vietnam War in 1969. FEDERICO SANTISee SALAD DAYS, Page 2C

Outstanding Classical Ensembles & Soloists

Axiom Brass, brass quintet
Sunday, September 13, 2020
FREE, online virtual concert

4 pm to midnight

View concert at
www.theartistseries.org

Call 850-445-1616
for information

$99 Season Passports
for 2020-21 available now!
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“It’s such an amazing show filled with
people with so much heart,” says Cohen.
“They’re so brave. Some of them have
lost their jobs and some of them have
lost their homes or apartments. Some
didn’t have food on the table. They’ve
had to endure a lot but they’ve let the
show be that lifeline and that hope.
When they got on that stage they lit up
like stars because that was the first time
they’d been on the stage in six months.”

Cohen empathizes with the loss per-
formers faced in the wake of the pan-
demic. Within a few days, all of her own
performances and travels were can-
celled. 

She quickly pivoted however and
started planning how to make Fusion
World Dance Concert II available to an
even broader audience than a theater
could initially provide. 

Dance has always been an integral
part of Cohen’s daily life. Growing up in
Miami, she fondly recalls her neighbors
from Santo Domingo, Puerto Rico and
Cuba getting the block together for par-
ties, which inevitably led to social
dancing. Cohen received her first for-
mal training in modern dance in high
school but wasn’t grabbed by the tradi-
tional western forms of tap, jazz or bal-
let. 

“When I started learning the dances
of the people, that’s where the connec-
tion came,” says Cohen, who earned her
bachelor’s degree in theater and fine
arts at Florida International University. 

In her master’s program in costume
design at Florida State University, she
dove into different cultures from
around the world and their regalia. She
got her first opportunity to explore non-
western dance forms at In Step Studio
with Nancy Redig. 

Under Redig’s tutelage, Cohen start-
ed learning the hula, and quickly added
Egyptian and Turkish dances to her
repertoire. 

Cohen traveled to Hawaii to fully im-
merse herself in the culture. She quick-
ly discovered how hula is embedded
into the Hawaiian way of life, with ev-
ery hand gesture, bit of eye contact, and
sway conveying something deeply spir-
itual and being an outlet for storytell-
ing. 

Each movement is derived from na-
ture, and she was eager to learn the nu-

ances in how to embody elements like
mist rising above the water or mist that
sprays across waves in a storm. She
placed her feet into ice ponds and
touched the plants that her hands
would later emulate with a turn of the
wrist or finger. 

“When you take these dance forms
you don’t just dance, you start re-
searching the languages and under-
standing the culture and where the
dance comes from,” says Cohen. “This
is someone else’s culture, so I have to
make sure I’m accurate and I show it in
a really bright light. I’m as accurate as I
can be and as culturally sensitive as I
can be.” 

In this dance concert, Cohen choreo-
graphed a Wings dance that incorpo-
rates her personal style as a performer
and modern approaches to middle east-
ern dance fusion. Her creative process
uses the “wings,” a set of silk-like veils,
like a partner, creating imagery that
makes it difficult to separate out the
music, prop and performer. Cohen’s
wings were crafted in Poland using
handmade silks and dyes. 

“There’s a lot of spinning involved
and having these wings wrap around
you like a beautiful flower that is open-
ing up,” describes Cohen. “There’s a lot
of very fine movements to allow the
wings to move at the same accent as the
music with different ripples, waves and
flips. This type of dance is very dynam-
ic but at the same time there’s a lot of
very minute changes to create the illu-
sion.” 

Performances in this year’s concert
also include internationally known acts
such as the Japanese Taiko Drummers,
Matsuriza, Egyptian and salsa dance
artist Omaris, Indian Odissi dancer
Shalini Goel Agarwal, and local Chinese
musician Dr. Haiqiong Deng.

Local performers also include
Troupe Arabesque, Mau ‘Oli ‘Oli, Kama-
lei Lani, Halimeda and Michaelis,
Shonshanna, the Chinese Association
Yun Dance Group, the Tallahassee
Community College Dance Company
and many more. 

Cohen admired and was grateful for
the numerous cast and crew that
worked tirelessly for the weeks of film-
ing to make sure spaces were sanitized
and that performers stayed safe. She
was so impressed with both the caliber
and abilities of the performers, as well
as their passion to share more about
their cultures through a pre-taped per-
formance. 

She admits she is already brain-
storming next year’s event which she
hopes will have a blend of video and live
theater. In the meantime, audiences in
Tallahassee and beyond can tune in on-
line, and are encouraged to donate to
help support this performance and its
performers for future shows. 

“It was working with each and every
group and culture in this process, learn-
ing how to pronounce their names,
their instruments, their dances,” says
Cohen. “Learning what you should and
should not do, how to keep the culture
strong and knowing how to take the tra-
ditional and show how cultures can join
together and create new movements
and music through fusion. There’s so
much negative right now, but we want
to show that we are from different back-
grounds and while we may not always
agree, we can come together in one
place and share and celebrate our dif-
ferences.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.tal-
lahasseearts.org).

Dance
Continued from Page 1C

If you go
What: Fusion World Dance Concert II 

Where: Online at www.asiantlh.org

Cost: Free, donations accepted 

Contact: For more information please
visit www.asiantlh.org. 

Fusion World Dance Concert II, which
was released as a video performance
on Sept. 12. MELINDA COWEN

Actor Barbara Bain
(TV’s “Mission: Impos-
sible”) is 89. Actor Jac-
queline Bisset is 76.
Actor Jean Smart is 69.
Actor Dominic Fumusa
(“Nurse Jackie”) is 51.
Actor Louise Lombard

(“CSI”) is 50. Singer Fiona Apple is 43.
Actor Ben Savage (“Boy Meets
World”) is 40. Actor Lili Reinhart
(“Riverdale”) is 24.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Reinhart

Today is Sunday, Sept. 13, the 257th
day of 2020. There are 109 days left in
the year. 

On this date in: 
1788: The Congress of the Confeder-

ation authorized the first national
election, and declared New York City
the temporary national capital.

1803: Commodore John Barry, con-
sidered by many the father of the
American Navy, died in Philadelphia.

1814: During the War of 1812, British
naval forces began bombarding Fort
McHenry in Baltimore but were driven
back by American defenders in a battle
that lasted until the following morn-
ing. 

1962: Mississippi Gov. Ross Barnett
rejected the U.S. Supreme Court’s or-
der for the University of Mississippi to
admit James Meredith, a Black stu-
dent, declaring in a televised address,
“We will not drink from the cup of
genocide.”

1971: A four-day inmates’ rebellion
at the Attica Correctional Facility in
western New York ended as police and
guards stormed the prison; the ordeal
and final assault claimed the lives of
32 inmates and 11 hostages. 

1993: At the White House, Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and PLO
chairman Yasser Arafat shook hands
after signing an accord granting limit-
ed Palestinian autonomy. 

1996: Rapper Tupac Shakur died at
a Las Vegas hospital six days after he
was wounded in a drive-by shooting;
he was 25. 

1997: Funeral services were held in
Calcutta, India, for Nobel peace laure-
ate Mother Teresa. 

TODAY IN HISTORY


